BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Kathy Boone						:
							:
	v.						:		C-2015-2521142
							:
Philadelphia Gas Works				:



PREHEARING ORDER #2

On December 23, 2015, Kathy Boone filed a formal complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission against Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW or the Company), Docket Number C-2015-2521142.  In her complaint, Ms. Boone averred that “PGW is responsible for damage to property totaling in excess of $3,000.”  Ms. Boone further indicated that she would like the Company to pay for the damage she believed it caused to her home by digging up the street and pavement.  Ms. Boone added:  “I spoke to a PGW representative and they refused to accept responsibility for the damage to my home and property.”

On January 19, 2016, PGW filed an answer to Ms. Boone’s complaint.  In its answer, PGW admitted or denied the various averments Ms. Boone made in her complaint, including denying that the Company is responsible for damage at Ms. Boone’s property.  PGW provided additional information regarding the service provided to Ms. Boone, including about the damage alleged to her property.  PGW argued that it was determined that the Company is not responsible for the damage.  PGW also provided information regarding an informal complaint Ms. Boone filed against the Company with the Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Services (BCS).  PGW attached a copy of the BCS decision to its answer and concluded by requesting that the Commission dismiss Ms. Boone’s complaint.

Also on January 19, 2016, PGW filed preliminary objections in response to Ms. Boone’s complaint.  In the preliminary objections, which were accompanied by a notice to plead, PGW argued that the Commission is without jurisdiction to grant Ms. Boone’s request for damages as a form of relief and that the complaint includes impertinent matter in its requested relief.  PGW requested that Ms. Boone’s request for compensation be stricken.  By Order dated March 3, 2016, PGW’s preliminary objections were granted and Ms. Boone’s request for compensation was stricken.  All other issues were allowed to proceed to a hearing.

On February 26, 2016, the Commission issued a Telephonic Hearing Notice setting an Initial Telephonic Hearing for this matter for Friday, April 8, 2016 and assigning me as the Presiding Officer.  A Prehearing Order was issued on March 3, 2016 setting forth various procedural rules that would govern this hearing.

On April 8, 2016, the hearing convened as scheduled.  Ms. Boone appeared, pro se.  Laureto Farinas, Esquire appeared on behalf of PGW.  Prior to going on the record, the parties engaged in settlement discussions.  At the conclusion of the settlement discussions, it was agreed that the hearing would be continued for 30 days to allow for additional settlement discussions.  An Order Granting Continuance was issued on April 11, 2016.

On May 9, 2016, counsel for PGW indicated that the parties have not been able to reach a settlement and that a further hearing should be scheduled.  On May 13, 2016, a Telephonic Hearing Notice was issued establishing a Further Telephonic Hearing for Tuesday, June 28, 2016.  As such, the purpose of this order is to formally schedule the Further Hearing for June 28, 2016.  You must be available when I call you or you may lose this case.  All other aspects of the Prehearing Order issued in this case dated March 3, 2016 remain in effect. 


ORDER


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That a Further Hearing will be held in this matter on June 28, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.

1. That all other aspects of the Prehearing Order issued in this case dated March 3, 2016 remain in effect.


Date:	May 13, 2016						
		Joel H. Cheskis
		Administrative Law Judge
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