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Joint Application of Pike County Light 		:
And Power Company, Buyer Corning Natural	:
Gas Holding Corporation and Seller Orange		:		A-2015-2517036
And Rockland Utilities, Inc. for a Certificate		:		A-2015-2517111
Of Public Convenience Approving the Transfer	:		G-2015-2517113
By Sale of 100% of the Stock of Pike County	:		G-2015-2517114
Light And Power Company from Seller Orange	:		S-2015-2517115
And Rockland Utilities, Inc. to Buyer Corning	:		S-2015-2517116
Natural Gas Holding Corporation			:



BRIEFING ORDER
GRANTING A ONE-WEEK EXTENSION FROM THE SCHEDULE

		On December 4, 2015, Pike County Light and Power Company (PCLP) and Orange and Rockland Utilities, Inc. (O&R), (collectively Joint Applicants) filed a Joint Application seeking approval to transfer control and ownership interests to Corning natural Gas holding Corporation (CNGHC).  The Application asks for all necessary authority, approvals and certificates of public convenience pursuant to Sections 1102(a)(3), 2102(b) and 1901(a) and (c) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa.C.S. §§ 11102(a)(3), 2102(b) and 1901(a) and (c) regarding the transfer of all of O&R's ownership interests in PCLP to CNGHC, the affiliated interest agreements, and the securities transactions involving Pike.

		Notice of the filings was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on December 19, 2015, 45 Pa.B. 7272, and January 4, 2016 was set as the deadline for the filing of formal protests and petitions to intervene.  

		On December 23, 2015, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed its Protest and Public Statement.  Also on December 23, 2015, the Office of Small Business Advocate filed its notice of appearance.  On January 12, 2016, a notice of prehearing conference was issued, scheduling the prehearing conference for Monday, February 1, 2016.  

		The Joint Applicants, OCA and OSBA filed prehearing memos.  The prehearing conference was held as scheduled, with the following counsel attending:  on behalf of PCLP, John J. Gallagher, Esq.; on behalf of O&R, John Carley, Esq.; on behalf of CNGHC, Thomas J. Sniscak, Esq., and William Lehman, Esq.; on behalf of OCA, Aron J. Beatty, Esq., and Brandon Pierce, Esq.; and on behalf of OSBA, Daniel Asmus, Esq.

		The parties worked to establish a mutually acceptable litigation schedule, and agreed upon modifications to the Commission's discovery regulations.  These were adopted in the Scheduling Order issued March 19, 2016.

		The parties served their direct testimony according to the schedule.  PCL&P and CNGHC served panel testimony and both were directed to re-serve testimony with only one individual's testimony per statement by orders dated March 25, 2016, and April 20, 2016.  OCA served its testimony according to the schedule.

		The hearings were scheduled for Thursday and Friday, May 5th and 6th, 2016.  The parties requested that the first day of hearings be canceled as they needed only one day of hearings and preferred Friday, May 6, 2016.  At the start of the hearing, the parties indicated that they were pursuing settlement and wished for a delay to the start of the hearing in order to communicate with their offices regarding an offer.

		At this point, I informed the parties that I had questions which needed to be answered, and we engaged in an off-the-record discussion with all parties present to disseminate the questions.  The parties did not reach a settlement, and the Applicants were given the questions to address with the witnesses best able to provide responses during the hearing.  The hearing was held with the understanding that new issues raised by my questions could be addressed by the parties following the hearing if necessary.  OSBA was the party seeking this assurance, and by email sent on May 13, 2016, indicated that they would not need to respond to the testimony produced by the questions.   

		On Friday, May 13, 2016, by email sent after I had left for the weekend, the parties asked for a one-week continuance for briefs, which were due May 20th  for main briefs and June 1st for reply briefs.   By responsive email on Monday, May 16, 2016, at 7:59 am., I indicated to the parties that pushing this briefing schedule further out made it much more likely that I would not have time to finish and issue my initial decision before I needed to concentrate my time on cases with statutory deadlines.  I informed the parties that I would allow the later due dates as long as they understood that the result might be that the decision might not be issued before the end of September.  I stated that I would consider the request an agreement to risking that the decision might not be finished before the end of September, and that this Briefing Order would be issued on Monday, May 16, 2016, in the afternoon if I had not heard from them. 

		The parties did not indicate that they wished to withdraw their request.  

ORDER


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the request for extension of time in which to file briefs is granted.

		2.	That the parties' main briefs shall be filed and served on or before Friday, May 27th, no later than noon.

		3.	That the parties' reply briefs shall be filed and served on or before Wednesday, June 8, 2016.

		4.	Briefs must comply with 52 Pa. Code §§ 5.501 and 5.502.

		5.	That due dates are in-hand and may be by electronic means on the due date if transmission occurs before noon for the main briefs and 4:00 pm for the reply briefs, and notice of electronic availability on the case-specific website or hard copies follow.  

		6.	Electronic service upon the administrative law judge shall include a version in WORD format.  


Dated:	May 16, 2016										
							Susan D. Colwell
							Administrative Law Judge
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