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	Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72 57 Subchapter G for Approval to Add an Approximately 1.6 Mile Second 138/69 kV Circuit on the Existing Schoeneck and Victaulic 138/69 kV Tap Lines in Lower Macungie Township and Alburtis Borough, Lehigh County,  Pennsylvania 
	Docket Number:

A-2016-2542219


ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On April 22, 2016, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric or the Company), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(v) and (vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” (LON) siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.

(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Lehigh County Commissioners, Lower Macungie Township Planning Commission, Alburtis Borough,  and others.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PPL Electric requests approval to add an approximately 1.6 mile second 138/69 kV circuit on the existing Schoeneck and Victaulic 138/69 kV Tap Lines.  According to PPL Electric, the proposed project is needed to serve the projected load in the area as a result of new industrial development.  The existing Schoeneck 138/69 kV Tap was previously approved by the Commission at Docket No. A-2010-2161788.  The Schoeneck Tap is supplied from the Victaulic 138/69 kV Tap which was approved at Docket No. A-110500F141.  Both tap lines were approved as double-circuit 138 kV lines but have been operated as single-circuit 69 kV tap lines until load increases made it appropriate for the installation of the second circuit and/or for the system to be operated at 138 kV.  PPL Electric provides that it’s system planning studies conclude that is it necessary to add a second circuit to the Schoeneck and Victaulic 138/69 kV Tap Lines to accommodate increased load growth on the distribution system serving Lehigh County as early as November 2016.  PPL Electric states that the failure to add the second circuit could result in outages that would affect approximately 3,630 customers and two large industrial customers until transmission line repairs could be made on existing circuits. 
Upon completion of the project, PPL Electric maintains that the entire 138/69 kV double circuit extending from the Schoeneck 69-12 kV Substation to the Wescosville – Breinigsville #1 & #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line will be renamed the Schoeneck #1 & #2 138/69 kV Tap and will include 0.4 mi of the existing Schoeneck Tap, 1.2 miles of the Victaulic Tap and 1.5 miles of the existing double circuit Mack Macungie #1 & #2 Tap.  

PPL Electric states that the proposed project has been reviewed and approved through the PJM Interconnection LLC (PJM) Regional Transmission Expansion Plan in 2015 and was assigned supplemental project numbers 0971.   
Although both the Schoeneck and Victaulic 138/69 kV Tap Lines were previously approved by the Commission to be designed, constructed and operated for double-circuit 138/69 kV design, PPL Electric explains that it is necessary to install eight new tower structures to accommodate the addition of the previously approved second 138/69 kV circuit.  PPL Electric states that the first new structure is needed to reconfigure the existing Mack Macungie Tap to interconnect with the new double circuit Schoeneck Tap.  The new tower will be approximately 85 feet in height and replace an existing 65 foot steel monopole.  The new tower will be located within the right-of-way of the existing Mack Macungie Tap and will be placed in close proximity to the existing pole and will not be placed on property that currently does not have a tower structure.  
PPL Electric provides that the second new tower structure will replace an existing 85 foot angle structure located on the Schoeneck 69-12 kV Substation property.  The existing angle structure does not meet PPL Electric’s current standards for a double circuit 138/69 kV angle design.  The new structure will be a two pole design with an estimated height of 100 ft.  The new structure will be located entirely on the PPL Electric owned Schoeneck Substation property.

PPL Electric states that the remaining new structures include five new monopoles and one switch pole that will be located on the Schoeneck Substation property.  These new structures will be required to tie the two new circuits into the existing 69-12 kV transformer and a new 69-12 kV transformer to be added to the substation.  These new steel structures will be an average of 85 feet in height and will be located entirely on the Schoeneck Substation property.  
PPL Electric avers that no new poles will be placed on any property that currently does not have an existing pole.  PPL Electric maintains that no additional right-of-way is required for the construction, operation, or maintenance of the new double circuit tap line. 
PPL Electric maintains the project will be designed to comply with, and generally exceed, current National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) standards.  Design specifications and safety rules practiced by PPL Electric are set forth in PPL Electric’s Design Criteria and Safety Practices.  PPL Electric provides that its transmission lines are designed to operate safely and reliably during inclement weather even more severe than assumed by the NESC.  In addition, PPL Electric transmission lines are designed with more clearance to the ground than required by the NESC.  
PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $2.3 million, and will be owned and operated by PPL Electric.  Construction of the project is proposed to commence in August 2016 with a proposed in-service date of November 2016.    
The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(v) and (vi) because the project is less than two miles long, and the new tower structures will be located entirely within the existing right-of-way and on PPL Electric owned property without substantially altering the existing  right-of-way.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  
We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, for Approval to Add an Approximately 1.6 mile second 138/69 kV circuit on the existing Schoeneck and Victaulic 138/69 kV Tap Line in Lower Macungie Township and Alburtis Borough, Lehigh County,  Pennsylvania,  is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2016-2542219 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: June 9, 2016
ORDER ENTERED: June 9, 2016
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