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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On February 28, 2011, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification (LON) requesting Commission approval of the reconstruction of the Pennsylvania portion of the Otter Creek – Conastone 230 kV Transmission Line in Chanceford Township, East Hopewell and Hopewell Townships in York County, Pennsylvania.  PPL Electric stated that the reconstruction would include replacing the structures currently in use with new structures capable of supporting two circuits.  On October 17, 2011, the Commission entered an Order (October 17 Order) approving the LON finding that the size, character, design and configuration of the reconstructed line will not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

In a letter dated April 4, 2016, PPL Electric informed the Commission “a slight shift in the location of a single monopole structure” will be required for the above project.  PPL Electric explains the need to shift the location of a single structure from its current location is to address constructability concerns and to reduce potential environmental impacts.  PPL Electric states that this shift will require removing the existing tower structure from its current position and installing a new monopole structure on an adjoining property that currently does not have any existing tower structure.  PPL Electric claims that the existing right-of-way and easement agreement for the property in question grants PPL Electric sufficient rights to locate and construct the new monopole within the right-of-way that traverses the property.  PPL Electric avers that no additional rights-of-way are required.  PPL Electric has advised that the affected landowner has no objection to the new monopole.  PPL Electric provides that no other changes to the proposed project are required for the Commission-approved reconstruction of the Otter Creek-Conastone 230 kV Transmission Line.

On April 28, 2016, the Commission issued a Secretarial Letter stating that “it appears that the installation of the new structure will not significantly modify the original application and the right-of-way.  Therefore, a new LON is not necessary.”  However, PPL Electric was directed by the Secretarial Letter to file a Petition to amend the prior October 17 LON Order, to approve the LON as modified.  On May 17, 2016, PPL Electric filed a Petition to amend the October 17 LON Order.  PPL Electric served the Petition on the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement, the Office of Small Business Administration and one property owner.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held. 

In our judgment, PPL Electric’s request to amend the October 17 Order to approve the LON as modified is reasonable as the changes to the proposed project do not significantly modify the original application, nor substantially alter the right-of-way.  

Accordingly, we grant PPL Electric’s request to amend the October 17 LON Order to approve the Letter of Notification for approval of the reconstruction of the Pennsylvania portion of the Otter Creek-Conastone 230 kV Transmission Line in Chanceford, East Hopewell and Hopewell Townships, York County, Pennsylvania to include the shift in location of one structure; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for approval to amend the Letter of Notification for approval of the reconstruction of the Pennsylvania portion of the Otter Creek-Conastone 230 kV Transmission Line in Chanceford, East Hopewell and Hopewell Townships, York County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved, consistent with this Order.

2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A- 2011-2228595 be closed. 
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	Rosemary Chiavetta
	Secretary

(SEAL)
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