BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

SBG Management Services, Inc. /


:
Oak Lane Realty Co., LP



:








:


v.





:

C-2015-2486655








:

Philadelphia Gas Works



:

ORDER ON JOINT MOTION REQUESTING A FURTHER

STAY OF THE PROCEEDINGS

On May 29, 2015, SBG Management Services Inc. / Oak Lane Realty Co., LP (Complainant) filed a formal Complaint (Complaint) against Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW or Respondent) alleging that the Respondent is threatening to shut off its gas service, that there are incorrect charges in its gas bills from PGW, and that the Complainant is experiencing a reliability, safety or quality problem with its gas service.  

On June 29, 2015, PGW filed an Answer denying the material allegations of the Complaint and a New Matter alleging that the Complainant has failed to pay the undisputed portion of its gas bills.  

By Hearing Notice dated July 7, 2015, the Commission notified the parties that an initial hearing was scheduled in this matter for September 1, 2015.

On July 15, 2015, the Complainant filed its Reply to PGW’s New Matter.

On August 13, 2015, the parties submitted a Joint Agreement concerning discovery and litigation issues.  Additionally the Joint Agreement requested a continuance of the hearing scheduled for September 1, 2015, in this matter.  As reasons for requesting the continuance the parties cited their desire to conduct informal discovery and an inspection of the Complainant’s property.  More importantly, the parties acknowledged that some of the issues raised in the present Complaint are similar, if not identical, to the issues raised in other proceedings pending before the Commission at Docket Nos. C-2012-2304183, C-2012-2304215, C-2012-2304324, C-2012-2304167, C-2012-2304303, C-2012-2308454, C-2012-2308462, and C-2012-2308465.  The parties requested that the present formal Complaint be stayed pending the Commission’s final determination in the eight proceedings listed above.

I granted the parties’ request to stay the present proceeding and on August 17, 2015, the Commission issued a Hearing Cancellation Notice cancelling the September 1, 2015 hearing in this matter.

By e-mail dated May 25, 2016, I instructed the parties to submit a status report on the informal discovery being conducted in the present matter.

In accordance with my instructions, on June 8, 2016, the parties submitted a Joint Motion for a Further Stay of Proceedings which included the status report and renewed the parties’ request that the present formal Complaint be stayed pending the Commission’s final determination in the eight proceedings listed above.

As the eight Complaints at Docket Nos. C-2012-2304183, C-2012-2304215, C-2012-2304324, C-2012-2304167, C-2012-2304303, C-2012-2308454, C-2012-2308462, and C-2012-2308465 are still pending before the Commission, I shall grant the parties’ Joint Motion for a Further Stay of Proceedings.



THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That Joint Motion for a Further Stay of Proceedings is granted.

2.
That the proceedings in the present formal Complaint will be stayed pending the Commission’s final determination in the eight complaints docketed at Docket Nos. C-2012-2304183, C-2012-2304215, C-2012-2304324, C-2012-2304167, C-2012-2304303, C-2012-2308454, C-2012-2308462, and C-2012-2308465.

Date:
July 5, 2016




____________________________________



Eranda Vero



Administrative Law Judge
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