BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of Reading City Cab LLC		:
for approval to transport persons in call or		:
demand service from points in Berks and 		:	A-2016-2524649
Lancaster Counties, to points in Pennsylvania		:
and return						:



ORDER REASSIGNING APPLICATION 


		On January 14, 2016, Reading City Cab, LLC (Reading City) filed an application with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) requesting the right to begin to transport persons in call and demand service, from points in Berks County to points in Pennsylvania and return.  The Commission caused notice of Reading City’s application to be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin dated February 13, 2016, at 46 Pa.B. 836.  The notice stated that the deadline for filing protests was February 29, 2016.  The notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin mistakenly stated that Reading City’s application was for authority from points in Bucks County to points in Pennsylvania and return.

		On February 18, 2016, Discount Cab Service, LLC t/a Berks Taxi Cab Service (Berks Taxi), Reading Checker Cab, Inc. (Reading Checker), Reading Metro Taxi Cab, Inc. (Reading Metro) and Reading Yellow Cab, Inc. (Reading Yellow) all filed protests to Reading City’s application.  These protestants’ protests alleged that they provided call and demand service in portions of Berks County where Reading City seeks authority to operate.  

		The protests alleged that Reading City’s application would not serve a useful public purpose, responsive to a public demand or need, but would duplicate already existing service to the detriment of existing carriers.  The protests also alleged that approval of Reading City’s application would impair these protestants’ operations to such an extent that it would be contrary to the public interest.  Finally, the protests alleged that Reading City is neither technically nor financially capable of providing the service its application proposes.  The protests requested that the Commission deny Reading City’s application.  

		On February 22, 2016, Reading City filed an amended application with the Commission requesting the right to begin to transport persons in call and demand service, from points in Berks and Lancaster Counties to points in Pennsylvania and return.  The Commission caused notice of Reading City’s amended application to be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin dated March 5, 2016, at 46 Pa.B. 1296.  The notice stated that the deadline for filing protests was March 21, 2016.    

		On March 18, 2016, J&J Leasing and Rentals, Inc. (J&J) filed a protest to Reading City’s application.  J&J’s protest alleged that it has call and demand authority in Lehigh and Northampton Counties, limousine authority in Lehigh, Northampton, Carbon, Luzerne and Monroe Counties, paratransit authority in Lehigh and Northampton Counties and airport transfer authority in Lehigh and Northampton Counties.  

		J&J’s protest alleged that Reading City’s application would not serve a useful public purpose, responsive to a public demand or need, but would duplicate already existing service to the detriment of existing carriers.  The protest also alleged that approval of Reading City’s application would impair J&J’s operations to such an extent that it would be contrary to the public interest.  Finally, the protest alleged that Reading City is neither technically nor financially capable of providing the service its application proposes.  J&J’s protest requested that the Commission deny Reading City’s application.

		Also on March 18, 2016, Autocab, Inc. (Autocab) filed a protest to Reading City’s application.  Autocab’s protest alleged that it provides call and demand service in portions of Lancaster County where Reading City seeks authority to operate.  

		Autocab’s protest alleged that Reading City’s application would not serve a useful public purpose, responsive to a public demand or need, but would duplicate already existing service to the detriment of existing carriers.  The protest also alleged that approval of Reading City’s application would impair Autocab’s operations to such an extent that it would be contrary to the public interest.  Finally, the protest alleged that Reading City is neither technically nor financially capable of providing the service its application proposes.  Autocab’s protest requested that the Commission deny Reading City’s application.
 
		On April 1, 2016, Reading City filed a motion to dismiss J&J’s protest.  Reading City’s motion to dismiss stated that J&J’s protest failed to allege that it held a certificate of public convenience to provide service within the territory sought by Reading City.  Reading City argued that, since J&J’s protest failed to allege that it held a certificate of public convenience to provide service within the territory sought by Reading City, J&J lacked standing to protest Reading City’s application.  The motion to dismiss requested that the Commission dismiss J&J’s protest because J&J lacked standing to protest Reading City’s application.

		On April 11, 2016, J&J filed an answer to Reading City’s motion to dismiss.  J&J’s answer argued that it did hold authority to provide service within the territory sought by Reading City.  According to J&J, Reading City was requesting Commission authority to provide service from points in Berks and Lancaster Counties to points in Pennsylvania and return.  Points in Pennsylvania included counties served by J&J.  Therefore, J&J argued that it had standing to protest Reading City’s application.  J&J’s answer requested that the Commission deny Reading City’s motion to dismiss.  

On May 20, 2016, I issued an initial decision sustaining Reading City’s motion to dismiss and dismissing J&J’s protest for lack of standing.  By Final Order entered June 24, 2016, my initial decision dismissing J&J’s protest became final without further Commission action, pursuant to 66 Pa.C.S. § 332(h).

On June 21, 2016, Reading Checker, Reading Metro and Reading Yellow withdrew their respective protests.

On June 28, 2016, Berks Taxi withdrew its protest.

On July 12, 2016, Autocab withdrew its protest. 
 
		The Commission’s regulation at 52 Pa.Code § 3.381(c)(1)(iii)(A) provides that if all protests to an application for passenger authority are withdrawn at or prior to the hearing, the Commission may consider the application without holding an oral hearing, based on verified statements filed by the applicant.  Since no protests other than those noted above were filed to Reading City’s application, I will refer this matter to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for further review under the procedure set forth at 52 Pa.Code § 3.381(c)(1)(iii)(A). 

ORDER


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the application of Reading City Cab, LLC requesting the right to begin to transport persons in call and demand service, from points in Berks County to points in Pennsylvania and return is reassigned from the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Office of Administrative Law Judge to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for review pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §3.381(c)(1)(iii)(A).


Date: July 12, 2016				____________________________________
						David A. Salapa
						Administrative Law Judge
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