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Centre Park Historic District, Inc. 	:
						:
	v.						:		C-2015-2516051
						:
UGI Utilities, 	Inc. – Gas Division			:



City of Reading 	:
						:
	v.						:		C-2016-2530475
						:
UGI Utilities, 	Inc.					:



THIRD PREHEARING ORDER
SETTING LITIGATION SCHEDULE

	On November 25, 2015, the Centre Park Historic District, Inc. (CPHD), filed a formal complaint which alleged that UGI Utilities, Inc. – Gas Division (UGI), violated the Commission’s regulation regarding the placement of meters in historic districts of Reading, Pennsylvania, 52 Pa.Code § 59.18.  UGI filed an answer denying the material allegations of the complaint on December 15, 2015.  It is UGI’s position that Section 59.18 grants it discretion in the placement of meters in historic areas and that its actions have been appropriate as required by the Public Utility Code.

	A prehearing conference was held on that complaint on February 11, 2016.  At that conference counsel for the City of Reading and the Centre Park Historic District notified me that the City would be filing its own complaint which would effectively “subsume” the complaint made by the Centre Park Historic District.

	On February 17, 2016, the City of Reading filed a formal complaint against UGI Utilities, Inc. (UGI), challenging UGI’s placement of meters in historic districts as well as the outside placement of meters in unsafe locations in other districts of the city.  On March 14, 2016, UGI filed an answer denying the material allegations of the complaint and also preliminary objections seeking dismissal of the complaint.  The City of Reading filed an answer to the preliminary objections on March 24, 2016.  By interim order dated March 29, 2016, the preliminary objections were denied.

	A further prehearing conference was held on March 30, 2016.  Counsel for the City of Reading, CPHD and UGI appeared.  The Complainants requested that their complaints be consolidated.  UGI did not object.  Following a discussion of the issues raised and implicated by the complaints, the parties agreed that discussion and consultation would be fruitful in order to narrow or resolve the issues.  By order dated March 30, 2016, the complaints of the City of Reading and CPHD were consolidated and the matter was continued to permit the parties to discuss resolution of the complaints.

	On July 14, 2016, a prehearing conference was held.  Following a discussion with the parties a litigation schedule was established as set forth below.

	THEREFORE,

	IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That discovery shall be completed no later than September 9, 2016.  All motions to compel must contain a certification of counsel of the informal discovery undertaken and their efforts to resolve their discovery disputes informally.  

		2.	That dispositive motions, if any, shall be filed on or before September 30, 2016.
		3.	That any responses to dispositive motions shall be filed on or before October 14, 2016.

		4.	That the parties shall serve a joint stipulation of facts on November 11, 2016.

		5.	That evidentiary hearings shall be held in Harrisburg on November 15-16, 2016.  

	6.	That the parties are reminded it is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements.  52 Pa.Code § 5.231(a).  The parties are strongly urged to seriously explore this possibility.  The parties shall notify the presiding ALJ on or before 4:00 p.m., on November 11, 2016, if they have resolved their dispute.  In the event the parties have achieved only a partial settlement, the first day of hearing shall convene as scheduled.


Date:  June 15, 2016											
						Mary D. Long
						Administrative Law Judge
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