BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Robert M. Mattu					:
							:
	v.						:		C‑2016-2547322
							:
West Penn Power Company				:



FIRST INTERIM ORDER
Granting Continuance Request

		On April 26, 2016, Robert M. Mattu (Complainant or Mr. Mattu) filed a formal complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against West Penn Power Company (West Penn) alleging it is unreasonable, inadequate or unsafe for West Penn to spray herbicide chemicals on his property near his two water wells and fish pond.  Mr. Mattu requested the Commission order West Penn to not spray chemicals as long as the water wells remain his only source for water at the service address.  On June 14, 2016, West Penn filed its Answer in which it admitted its interstate transmission line crosses over Mr. Mattu’s property but denied the proposed herbicides present any real or potential threat to Mr. Mattu.      

		On June 21, 2016, the Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) issued a Call-In Telephone Hearing Notice scheduling an initial telephonic hearing to be conducted on Monday, July 25, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.  On July 7, 2016, the presiding officer issued the Prehearing Order which, inter alia, informed the parties how to request a continuance in the proceedings.  

		On July 15, 2016, West Penn sent a letter to the presiding officer requesting a limited continuance because West Penn wants to secure an expert witness.  West Penn’s counsel asserted Complainant did not oppose the request, and asked to have the initial hearing rescheduled in two months.  Upon request from the presiding officer to limit the length of the continuance, the parties provided three mutually-agreeable dates in August.     
	
Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §1.15, extensions of time may be granted by the presiding officer for good cause shown.  A continuance lasting thirty (30) days is a reasonable time frame during which West Penn should be able to secure the services of an expert on herbicide applications.  It appearing Complainant does not object to this request, the continuance will be granted.  

		AND NOW, to wit, this 20th day of July, 2016, after consideration of Respondent’s unopposed request for a continuance, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED as follows: 

		1.	That the telephonic hearing scheduled for this case on Monday, July 25, 2016 is continued.  

	2.	That the Office of Administrative Law Judge will reschedule the initial call-in telephonic hearing to Wednesday, August 31, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. and will issue a notice to the parties.



													
							Katrina L. Dunderdale
							Administrative Law Judge
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