	
	PENNSYLVANIA

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Harrisburg, PA.  17105-3265
	


	
	Public Meeting held August 11, 2016

	Commissioners Present:
	


	Gladys M. Brown, Chairman
	

	Andrew G. Place, Vice Chairman
	

	John F. Coleman, Jr.
	

	Robert F. Powelson

David W. Sweet
	

	
	

	Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72 57 Subchapter G for Approval to Rebuild Approximately 3.2 Miles of the Hosensack – South Allentown #1 and #2 Tap Lines in the City of Allentown and Salisbury Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania 
	Docket Number:

A-2016-2553843


ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On June 29, 2016, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric or the Company), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” (LON) siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.
(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Lehigh County Commissioners, City of Allentown, Salisbury  Township, and others.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PPL Electric proposes to rebuild approximately 3.2 miles of the Hosensack – South Allentown #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Lines (0.6 miles of existing double circuit, 0.5 miles of the Hosensack – South Allentown #1 Tap, and 2.1 miles of the Hosensack – South Allentown #2 Tap), in the City of Allentown and Salisbury Township in Lehigh County.  During normal conditions the Tap Lines serve the South Allentown 69-12 kV Substation, which supplies approximately 2,800 customers.  PPL Electric states that the existing Hosensack-South Allentown #1 and #2 Tap Lines have reached an age and condition that the facilities must be replaced in order to provide safe and reliable service into the future.  The project is part of PPL Electric’s Asset Optimization Strategy, and involves rebuilding the lines to meet all current design and lightning protection standards.  

PPL Electric provides that the existing Hosensack-South Allentown #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Lines have been in service since 1923 with varying line construction vintages with a majority of the lines being 1950s vintage.  PPL Electric notes that the majority of the existing structures are wooden monopole structures that do not meet current design or height standards.  

PPL Electric states that it has analyzed the Hosensack – South Allentown #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Lines and found deterioration of the structural components, foundations, insulators, line hardware, shield wire, grounding, and signage, as well as an outdated structure design.  PPL Electric concluded that the conductors, hardware, splices and tower structures have reached the end of their reliable service life and should be rehabilitated or replaced.  PPL Electric avers that the cost to rehabilitate the lines would be greater than the cost to rebuild the lines in place.  

PPL Electric states that the proposed project has been reviewed and approved through the PJM Regional Transmission Expansion Plan and was assigned supplemental project numbers 0957.2.   
PPL Electric explains that the new double circuit section will require 13 new monopole structures which will be located in close proximity to the existing structures.   PPL Electric states that the new section of the Hosensack – South Allentown #1 Tap will require seven new monopole structures.  Four monopole structures along this segment will be relocated by an average distance of approximately 12.6 feet from the existing structure in order to avoid constructability issues and environmental constraints, such as rock outcrops streams and wetlands.  The new structure locations will provide greater flexibility to optimize span lengths and reduce the total number of structures.  The Hosensack – South Allentown #2 Tap will require 35 new structures.  Fourteen monopole structures will be relocated by an average distance of approximately 22.6 feet from the existing structure to avoid constructability issues.  

The existing structures consist of mainly outdated wood poles that range in height from 55 to 90 feet.  The new poles will be self-weathering steel monopoles ranging from 65 to 105 feet in height.  In all three portions of the rebuild, PPL provides that no new structures will be placed on any property that currently does not have an existing structure.  
PPL maintains the project will be designed according to, and generally exceed, all National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) standards.  PPL Electric indicates that it has redesigned the rebuilt Hosensack – South Allentown #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Lines to fit within the existing right of way.  PPL Electric offers that the existing right-of-way generally varies from centerline rights (with no specified ROW width) to 100 feet in width.  
PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $8.1 million, and will be owned and operated by PPL Electric.  Construction of the project is proposed to commence on September 19, 2016 with a proposed in-service date of May 19, 2017.    
The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(v) because the 3.2 miles of rebuilt Hosensack – South Allentown #1 and #2 Tap Lines is proposed to be located entirely within the applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  
We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, for approval to rebuild approximately 3.2 miles of the Hosensack – South Allentown #1 and #2 Tap Lines in the City of Allentown and Salisbury Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania,  is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2016-2553843 be closed. 
BY THE COMMISSION,
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Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: August 11, 2016
ORDER ENTERED: August 11, 2016
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