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	Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72 57 Subchapter G for Approval to Build an Approximately 1,760-Foot New 500 kV Gas Insulated Line in Shamokin Dam Borough, Snyder County, Pennsylvania to Interconnect a New Independent Power Producer to the Electric Grid 
	Docket Number:

A-2016-2553851


ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On June 28, 2016, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric or the Company), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” (LON) siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.
(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Snyder County Commissioners, Shamokin Dam Borough, and others.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PPL Electric requests approval to build an approximately 1,760-foot new 500 kV gas insulated line (GIL) in Shamokin Borough, Snyder County to interconnect an independent power producer, Hummel Station LLC (Hummel Station), with the electric grid.  PPL Electric provides that the project will be located entirely on PPL Electric’s Sunbury 500-230-138-69 kV Substation in Shamokin Dam Borough, Snyder County, Pennsylvania.  

PPL Electric states that the project is necessary to connect the new Hummel Station to the electric grid.  The project has been reviewed and approved through the PJM Interconnection LLC (PJM) generation interconnection process.  The project has a scheduled in-service date of March 1, 2017.  Hummel Station is scheduled to begin testing operations on March 1, 2017, and to begin commercial operation in September 2017.  In order to ensure that the Hummel Station is interconnected with the electric grid at the time it begins testing operations, PPL Electric submits that the proposed project must be in-service by March 1, 2017.  PPL Electric is requesting that the Commission consider this Letter of Notification on an expedited basis.  
PPL Electric notes that the Hummel Station plans to repurpose the site of the former coal-fired Sunbury Power Plant, which was retired from operation in 2014, and to construct a new 1100 MW combined-cycle, natural gas-fired power plant.  PPL Electric states that PJM and PPL Electric determined that the Hummel Station will tie into the existing Susquehanna-Roseland 500 kV Transmission Line by interconnecting with the existing Sunbury 500-230-138-69 kV Substation.  

PPL Electric indicates that the proposed new Hummel Station will be located adjacent to PPL Electric’s existing Sunbury 500-230-138-69 kV Substation property.  The Hummel Station will be interconnected to the Sunbury Station through this new 500 kV GIL.  Under federal law, PPL Electric (the transmission owner) must allow access to its transmission system by independent power producers like Hummel Station.  Hummel Station submitted a request for interconnection service to PJM.  Once PJM and the transmission owner, in this case PPL Electric, complete a Generation Interconnection Feasibility Study and System Impact Study, an Interconnection Construction Service Agreement is executed.  The generator seeking interconnection can elect to build the facilities required to interconnect but is not required to do so.  Under the Interconnection Construction Service Agreement, Hummel Station requested the “Option to Build” the facilities necessary to interconnect the new power plant with the existing transmission system.  Under the “Option to Build,” Hummel will construct the new 500 kV GIL that will extend approximately 1,760 feet between the point of interconnection and the PPL Electric-owned Sunbury Substation.  Upon completion, the 500 kV GIL will be owned, operated, and maintained by PPL Electric.  The Hummel Station was approved in the PJM Interconnection Queue under the following queue numbers:  X2-025, X4-019, and Z1-090.  
PPL Electric states that the GIL will be approximately 5 feet from the ground surface, except in three locations where the height will increase to approximately 24 feet to accommodate two vehicle access points and a substation control building.  

PPL Electric estimates the cost to design and construct the proposed new 500 kV GIL as approximately $7.1 million.  PPL Electric avers that the entire cost of the project will be the responsibility of Hummel Station.   

PPL maintains the project will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets all applicable National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  No new right-of-way is needed for the project, as PPL Electric has stated that the proposed project will be located entirely on PPL Electric’s 500-230-138-69 kV Substation property.    
The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(vi) because the 1,760 feet of new 500 kV gas insulated line is less than 2.0 miles in length.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  
We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, for approval to build an approximately 1,760-foot new 500 kV gas insulated line in Shamokin Dam Borough, Snyder County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2016-2553851 be closed. 
BY THE COMMISSION,
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Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: August 11, 2016
ORDER ENTERED: August 11, 2016
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