BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Verona Brown
:


:


v.
:
F-2013-2379634


:

PECO Energy Company
:

ORDER LIFTING STAY
On August 17, 2013, Verona Brown (complainant) filed a formal Complaint (Complaint) against PECO Energy Company (PECO or respondent) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission).  In the Complaint, the complainant placed check-marks in the boxes indicating “the utility is threatening to shut off my service or has already shut off my service,” “I would like a payment agreement,” and “other.”  



On August 27, 2013, PECO filed an Answer denying all material allegations of fact and conclusions of law in the Complaint.  As New Matter, respondent indicated that the entirety of the complainant’s outstanding balance consists of arrears under PECO’s Customer Assistance Program (CAP), and as such, the complainant is not entitled to a Commission-issued payment agreement pursuant to 66 Pa.C.S.A § 1405(c)

By Hearing Notice dated September 10, 2013, a hearing was scheduled for November 19, 2013 at 9:00 a.m., and the matter was assigned to me.  

The morning before the scheduled hearing, Shawane L. Lee, Esq., counsel for PECO, sent me notification that the complainant had filed a Chapter 13 bankruptcy petition in federal court.  That same morning, a representative for the complainant’s bankruptcy attorney sent the same document to me.  

By Order dated November 20, 2013, I informed the parties that this matter was stayed by operation of federal law pending resolution of the complainant’s bankruptcy petition.
  I also directed the parties to file status reports with the Commission at this docket, with a copy to the presiding officer and the opposing party, every sixty days thereafter, until the bankruptcy proceeding concluded.

By faxed letter dated August 18, 2016, respondent advised me that an Order was entered on August 9, 2016, dismissing the complainant’s bankruptcy case for failure to make plan payments.  Respondent also included a copy of the August 9, 2016 Order Dismissing Chapter 13 Case issued by the United States Bankruptcy Court For the Eastern District Of Pennsylvania.  
Accordingly, as the complainant’s bankruptcy case has been dismissed, by the terms of the Stay Order, the stay is now lifted, and an Initial Hearing can be scheduled to address the issues remaining in this Complaint.



THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That the stay of this proceeding in effect since November 20, 2013 is now lifted; and


2.
That an Initial Hearing be scheduled in this matter to address the issues remaining in the complainant’s Complaint. 

Date:
 August 22, 2016     
___________________________________


Christopher P. Pell 


Administrative Law Judge  
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� 	As noted in my November 20, 2013 Order, a bankruptcy petition filed under either Sections 301, 302 or 303 of the United States Bankruptcy Code will operate as a stay and bars the commencement or continuation of a judicial, administrative or other action or proceeding against the debtor, including the issuance or employment of a process, which action or proceeding was commenced prior to the start of the bankruptcy proceeding, or to recover a claim against the debtor that arose before the commencement of the bankruptcy proceeding.  See 11 U.S.C.S. §362(a)(1).
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