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PREHEARING ORDER #3
On January 31, 2016, John L. Horwith filed a formal complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL), Docket Number C-2016-2528323.  In his complaint, Mr. Horwith averred that PPL improperly removed trees from his property.  Mr. Horwith further averred that he sustained injuries when he tried to maintain the area following PPL’s removal of the trees.  Mr. Horwith requested that PPL pay for medical expenses incurred as a result of the injuries, that he be reimbursed for clearing of trees and that the land no longer be stripped of trees.

On February 29, 2016, PPL filed an answer in response to Mr. Horwith’s complaint.  In its answer, PPL admitted or denied the various averments made by Mr. Horwith in his complaint.  In particular, PPL denied that it improperly removed any trees or performed improper maintenance of its right of way.  PPL provided additional detail regarding the actions it performed on Mr. Horwith’s property.  PPL concluded by requesting that Mr. Horwith’s complaint be denied.

A Telephonic Hearing Notice was issued on March 7, 2016 setting an Initial Telephonic Hearing for this case for Monday, April 11, 2016 before Administrative Law Judge Ember S. Jandebeur.  A Prehearing Order dated March 8, 2016 was issued setting forth various procedural rules that would govern the hearing.

The hearing convened on April 11, 2016 as scheduled.  Mr. Horwirth appeared pro se.  Carl R. Schultz, Esquire appeared on behalf of PPL.  Shortly after commencing the hearing, it was determined that the hearing should be conducted in person.  As a result, it was determined that the hearing would be rescheduled so that it could be held in person.  On May 2, 2016, a Hearing Cancellation/Reschedule Judge & Hearing Change Notice was issued scheduling a Further In-Person Hearing for this matter for Friday, July 1, 2016 and assigning me as the Presiding Officer.  Prehearing Order #2 dated May 3, 2016 was issued confirming the new hearing date.  The hearing was subsequently rescheduled to July 26, 2016 upon request of PPL.
The hearing convened on July 26, 2016, as scheduled.  Graig Schultz, Esquire appeared on behalf of PPL.  Mr. Horwirth, however, failed to appear.  Mr. Horwirth was reached by telephone at which time he indicated that he believed the further hearing was scheduled for July 28, 2016.  The parties agreed, however, to engage in settlement discussions at that time and both parties consented to my involvement in those discussions as a settlement judge consistent with the Commission’s regulations.  52 Pa.Code § 5.223(c); see also, 52 Pa.Code § 5.231(c).  As a result of those discussions, the parties agreed that PPL would perform various actions at Mr. Horwirth’s property to satisfy the complaint.  The parties were given 90 days for these actions to be performed and advised that if the settlement had not been reached, an in-person hearing in Harrisburg would be scheduled.

On August 30, 2016, PPL submitted a letter indicating that a settlement would not be achieved and requesting that the in-person hearing in Harrisburg be scheduled.  As a result, a Hearing Notice was issued on September 6, 2016 establishing a Further Hearing for October 27, 2016 beginning at 10:00 a.m. in hearing room 2 in Commonwealth Keystone building in Harrisburg.  The purpose of this Prehearing Order #3 is to confirm the establishment of the Further Hearing on October 27, 2016 and to inform the parties that all other aspects of the Prehearing Order #2 dated May 3, 2016 remain in effect.
ORDER
THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:

1. That a Further Hearing will be held on Thursday, October 27, 2016 in hearing room 2 in Commonwealth Keystone building in Harrisburg.

2. That all other aspects of the Prehearing Order #2 dated May 3, 2016 remain in effect.

Date:
September 6, 2016
______________________________



Joel H. Cheskis



Administrative Law Judge
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