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ERRATA NOTICE 
This is to advise all parties of record that Administrative Law Judge Eranda Vero’s Initial Decision served on August 31, 2016, in the above-captioned proceeding, contains a typo on Page 8, line 6 from the top of the page.  Ms. Moore should state Ms. Nickens.   The corrected page of the decision is attached to this notice.  Please replace the incorrect page in your copy of the ID.
The Initial Decision on the PA PUC website will be corrected as indicated above.  This correction will not affect the exception period established by the Commission’s Service Letter.  Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience this may have caused you.  Thank you.
foreign load did not exist at the Service Address at the time in question.  Although she maintained that her business located on the first floor of the Service Address had no hot water prior to the installation of the electric water heater, she failed to explain why fully operational faucets – with hot and cold water handles, or hot and cold water options – connected to a hot water heater did not produce hot water prior to the discovery of the foreign load.  Tr. 17-19. In addition, Ms. Nickens was at a loss to explain why she had the foreign load repaired through the installation of an electric heater.  Tr. 24-25.  Severing the connection between the gas water heater and the first floor would have been the more expeditious and economic option for a business unit which, according to Ms. Nickens, had long operated without hot water.
Section 1529.1(b) of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa.C.S. § 1529.1(b), provides in pertinent part that, “if the mobile home or residential building contains one or more dwelling units not individually metered, an affected public utility shall forthwith list the account for the premises in question in the name of the owner, and the owner shall thereafter be responsible for the payment for the utility services rendered thereunto.”  (Emphasis added).  See also, Del Vecchio v. PPL Electric Utilities Corp., Docket No. Z-01464793 (Order entered September 13, 2005).  In Del Vecchio, the Commission found the utility violated 66 Pa.C.S. § 1529.1, because it failed to transfer complainant’s electric account to the landlord when it found foreign load on complainant’s meter.

A plain reading of 66 Pa.C.S. § 1529.1 holds a property owner financially responsible for a tenant’s entire account, once foreign load is verified on the tenant’s utility service.  Santos v. Metropolitan Edison Co., Docket No. C-00967757 (Order entered August 7, 1997).  Upon finding foreign load, the utility must list the account, including any arrearage, in the name of the landlord.  The landlord bears the responsibility of paying the utility bills until the foreign load is corrected.  Once the foreign load is corrected by the landlord and verified by the utility, the utility places the account back in the name of the tenant.  However, the arrearage, if any, remains with the landlord.  Ace Check Cashing Inc. v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. C-2008-2056428 (Order entered May 21, 2010).  There is no de minimus exception; any dispute between the landlord and tenant regarding the financial responsibilities of the parties is a matter to be resolved in the Court of Common Pleas and is outside this Commission’s jurisdiction.  Id.
