BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Mary Paul





:








:


v.





:

C-2015-2475355







:

PECO Energy Company



:

PREHEARING ORDER

HEARING PROCEDURES 



Complainant Mary Paul filed this Complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) alleging, inter alia, that smart meters emit electromagnetic frequencies (EMF) that cause her to suffer ill health effects.  She seeks to prevent PECO from installing a smart meter at her residence.  Hearings on Ms. Paul’s Complaint have been set for October 4-5, 2016 beginning at 10:00 a.m. each day.


Ms. Paul has informally informed the Philadelphia Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) on several occasions that she has a medical condition that prevents her from appearing in person for the hearings.  To accommodate the Complainant and her health concerns, the Philadelphia OALJ previously informed her that she may participate telephonically in the hearings on her Complaint.  By this order, we are formally advising the Complainant that she may appear telephonically, or if she is willing to make the arrangements, by video conference.
  This order formally states that accommodation.

ORDER



THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Complainant Mary Paul may participate in hearings on her Complaint captioned as Mary Paul v. PECO Energy Company at Docket C-2015-2475355 by either telephone or video conference; 

2. That if Ms. Paul decides to appear telephonically, she shall call the following Commission provided call-in conference number no later than five minutes prior to the commencement of her hearings on October 4, 2016 and October 5, 2016:

Toll-free Bridge Number:       1.855.750.1027

PIN Number:                           384243

3. That if Ms. Paul chooses to appear either via telephone or via video conferencing and intends to present any documents or exhibits for our consideration at the hearing, she must send four (4) copies of each document to us, and one (1) copy of each document to every other party in this case.  Ms. Paul’s documents or exhibits must be received by us and every other party  by September 27, 2016; 
4. That if Ms. Paul decides to participate via video conferencing, she is responsible for making any and all necessary arrangements to so appear for the hearings; and 

5. That any expert witnesses must appear in person or via video conference.  Alternatively, Ms. Paul may submit written testimony that complies with Commission Rules of Procedure in lieu of in person or video Conference testimony upon stipulation with Respondent PECO Energy Company. 

Date:
 September 13, 2016 


_____________________________________






Darlene D. Heep







Administrative Law Judge







_____________________________________






Christopher P. Pell







Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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� 	We have reached out to the Commission’s IT department to inquire whether we can offer this accommodation with Commission equipment and have learned that we cannot.  We have also learned that there is no guest wireless access in the Philadelphia OALJ and that it is a violation of Commonwealth policy to allow a visitor to plug directly into the Commonwealth’s internet service.  Therefore, if the Complainant chooses video conferencing as an option, she will be responsible for making any and all arrangements to so appear for the hearing.  Such arrangements would include providing and setting up (or having set up) all necessary equipment as well as providing wireless internet to make the proper connection.  
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