BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Eric Hudson

:



:


v.





:

C-2016-2418563







:

PECO Energy Company



:

STAY ORDER – HEARING CANCELLED

On July 7, 2016, Eric Hudson (Complainant) filed a Complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission against PECO Energy Company (PECO or Respondent).  In that Complaint, Mr. Hudson alleged that PECO was threatening to shut off his service, that he would like a payment agreement, that there are incorrect charges on his bill, and that he would like “assistance in obtaining account details and other documentation previously requested in order to confirm CAP, non-CAP, and related charges.” 

On July 22, 2016, PECO filed an Answer and New Matter.  PECO disputed the allegations contained in the Complaint and as New Matter asserted that the Complaint should be dismissed on the grounds of res judicata because Complainant has raised these same claims in previously filed complaints.

On September 22, 2016, a notice was issued, setting the matter before Administrative Law Judge Cynthia Fordham to be heard on October 14, 2016.

On September 30, 2016, the matter was reassigned to Administrative Law Judge Darlene Heep for telephonic hearing on October 14, 2016.
On October 4, 2016, ALJ Heep received a copy of a Motion for Judgment on the pleading filed by PECO.

Also on October 4, 2016, PECO sent a letter informing the Commission that Complainant had filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy and noting that the bankruptcy would require that a stay be issued in this matter. 
Section 362(a)(1) of Title 11 of the United States Code, 11 U.S.C.A. §362(a)(1) provides that the filing of the Bankruptcy Petition by the Respondent operates as a stay with respect to the continuation of judicial, administrative, or other action or proceeding against the debtor that was or could have been commenced before the filing of the Bankruptcy Petition.  That section is recognized and a stay will be issued here. 
Complainant and Respondent are to file a status report with the Commission in the instant docket within sixty (60) days of the date of this Stay Order, and every sixty (60) days thereafter, until the bankruptcy proceeding has concluded.  
In the event that Complainant wishes to withdraw his complaint, he may petition the Commission to do so at any time. 


THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That Complaint proceedings are stayed by operation of federal law due to the filing of a Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Petition by Complainant.



2.
That the procedural schedule is stayed in this matter, including discovery and hearing.


3.
That the telephonic hearing scheduled for Friday, October 14, 2016, is cancelled.


4.
That the Complainant and Respondent shall file status reports with the Commission, with a copy to the presiding officer and each other, within sixty (60) days of the date of this Order, and every sixty (60) days thereafter, until the bankruptcy proceeding has concluded. 

Date:
October 4, 2016

















Darlene Heep
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