BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Ross E. Schell						: 		
							:		
	v.						:		C-2016-2566322
							:
Suez Water Pennsylvania, Inc. 			:
							


INTERIM  ORDER
CANCELLING  INITIAL  HEARING  SCHEDULED  FOR  DECEMBER 9, 2016


		On September 13, 2016, Ross E. Schell (Complainant or Mr. Schell) filed a formal complaint (complaint) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) dated September 9, 2016 against Suez Water Pennsylvania, Inc., (Respondent or Suez).  In his complaint, Complainant checked boxes on the formal complaint form indicating there are incorrect charges on his bill; the existence of reliability, safety or quality problems with his service; and “other”.  Complainant attached an additional one page letter to his complaint wherein he averred that his complaint is about billing and the meter reading his usage.  As relief, Complainant requests “50,000 Dollars paid to me as fine for this complaint and bill to restart 2 months after this is settled.”  Complainant attached a copy of a letter to his complaint dated September 9, 2016 and addressed to the Commission’s Secretary.  The letter states:  “So my complaint is about billing and meter reading my use.  Since my water pipe is supposed to be leaking.  This is since they installed the new meter in April of this year.” 
  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Respondent filed an answer to the complaint and preliminary objections on September 30, 2016.  The preliminary objections aver that Complainant has four other complaint proceedings filed at Docket Nos. C-2016-2551544, C-2016-2558244, C-2016-2559741 and C‑2016-2563040, which were heard at evidentiary hearings on October 4, 2016.  Respondent avers that, in the proceeding at Docket No. C-2016-2558244, Complainant avers that there are incorrect charges on his bill and challenges the accuracy of his meter and alleging that Suez has not tested Complainant’s meter.  In the proceeding at Docket No. C-2016-2563040, Complainant 
expresses concern with the accuracy of the outside meter installed by Suez in April of this year and that the pendency of the prior and pending billing and meter reading proceedings makes this billing and meter reading proceeding unnecessary.  

	The preliminary objections assert that the Commission should dismiss the complaint in this proceeding due to the pendency of the complaints filed at C-2016-2558244 and C-2016-2563040.  The preliminary objections further aver that the Commission lacks jurisdiction to direct the payment of a fine to be paid to Complainant, which is the relief requested by Complainant in the instant proceeding. 

	The preliminary objections included a notice to Complainant to file an answer to the preliminary objections within ten days of service on September 30, 2016.  

	On November 14, 2016, the undersigned presiding officer received a motion to cancel the hearing scheduled for December 9, 2016, as a decision has not been issued on the preliminary objections filed on September 13, 2016.  

	The decision on the preliminary objections is currently being processed however, under the circumstances, cancellation of the hearing scheduled for December 9, 2016 is appropriate under the circumstances.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

That the hearing in this case scheduled for December 9, 2016 is hereby cancelled.



Date:  December 1, 2016					_____________________________									Jeffrey A. Watson
								Administrative Law Judge
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