BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

PECO Energy Company Pilot Plan for an

:

Advance Payments Program and Petition for

:

P-2016-2573023

Temporary Waiver of Portions of the Commission’s 
:
Regulations with respect to the Plan

:



PREHEARING CONFERENCE ORDER 

Procedural History

On October 26, 2016, PECO Energy Company (Petitioner or PECO or Company) filed a Petition with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC or Commission) for approval of a pilot plan for an advance payments program (Plan) and for temporary waiver of portions of the Commission regulations that are reflected in the Plan (Petition).  The Plan will use PECO’s Advance Meter Infrastructure network (AMI) and the Company’s remote connect/disconnect (RCD) capability.  Some of the criteria of the Plan are: (1) it is limited to 1,000 residential shopping and default service customers; (2) customer participation is voluntary; (3) customers may be electric-only or dual-service customers; and (4) customers and applicants may participate whether they have a delinquency or not; however, the delinquency cannot be more than $1,500.  

The Company proposed to begin customer enrollment by the 4th quarter of 2017 through the 1st quarter of 2018.  The duration of the Plan would be no longer than two years after the enrollment is completed.  PECO would evaluate the Plan and file a recommendation with the Commission regarding the Plan based on its evaluation. 

A Notice of the Petition was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on November 12, 2016.  46 Pa.B. 7232.  The Notice directed comments to be filed with the Commission by no later than December 15, 2016, and reply comments to be filed by January 16, 2017.  

On November 15, 2016, Josie B.H. Pickens, Esquire, counsel for Tenant Union Representative Network and Action Alliance of Senior Citizens of Greater Philadelphia (TURN).  TURN, among other things, opposed any assumption that the Plan is in the public interest.

On November 15, 2016, Amy Hirakis, Esquire, counsel for the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed an Answer to the Petition and a Notice of Intervention.  OCA asserted, among other things, that whether the Plan is in the public interest must be examined.

On November 15, 2016, Joline Price, Esquire, counsel for the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA) filed an Answer and Petition to Intervene.  CAUSE-PA opposed the Plan and proposed that it be reviewed in a litigated proceeding.  

On November 16, 2016, TURN filed a Petition to Intervene.

On December 9, 2016, OCA filed a withdraw request for Ms. Hirakis as its counsel and filed a Notice of Appearance for Lauren Burge, Esquire as its counsel.

By Notice dated December 16, 2016, an Initial Telephonic Prehearing Conference was scheduled for Monday, January 23, 2017 at 1:30 p.m.  The Notice assigned the undersigned as the presiding officer.  To participate in the conference you may dial the toll-free number listed below.  You will be prompted to enter a PIN number, which is also listed below.  You will be asked to speak your name and then the system will connect you to the hearing.  If you have any other person you want to be present during the conference you must provide them with the telephone number and PIN number.  A conference room on the 4th floor in the building at 801 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania will also be available.  The Notice assigned Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) Angela T. Jones to this proceeding.   

Toll free phone number: 1-855-750-1027

PIN Number:  846648

The ALJ will preside telephonically from the conference room at 801 Market Street in Philadelphia.

Procedure

1.
A request for a change of the scheduled Prehearing Conference date must state the agreement or opposition of other participants, and must be submitted in writing no later than three days prior to the Prehearing Conference.  52 Pa.Code § 1.15(b).  Requests for changes of the Prehearing Conference date must be sent to me and all participants of record.  The correct address of the undersigned is: 
Administrative Law Judge Angela T. Jones

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

801 Market Street, Suite 4063

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 
Changes are granted only in the rare circumstance that good cause exists.  In accordance with the foregoing, absent a continuance for good cause, all participants must be prepared to participate in the scheduled Prehearing Conference. 

2. 
Participants should review the regulation pertaining to prehearing conferences, 52 Pa.Code § 5.222, and in particular subsection (d) which provides, in part:

(d)
Parties and counsel will be expected to attend the conference fully prepared for a useful discussion of all problems involved in the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully authorized to make commitments with respect thereto.  

The preparation should include, among other things, advance study of all relevant materials, and advance informal communication between the participants, including requests for additional data and information to the extent feasible.



3.
Each party should consider the issue(s) you intend to present, a listing of your proposed witnesses and the subject of their testimony, a proposed procedural schedule, and if possible a settlement conference(s).  Each party should be prepared to affirm this information during the prehearing conference.  These items should be included in a prehearing memorandum that is sent to all known participants to this proceeding and the undersigned ALJ by or before 12 noon on January 20, 2017.  See 52 Pa.Code § 5.222(d)(1) and (2).



4.
Parties should review the regulation relating to discovery, specifically 52 Pa.Code § 5.331(b), which provides, inter alia, “part[ies] shall initiate discovery as early in the proceeding as reasonably possible,”  and 52 Pa.Code § 5.322, which encourages participants to exchange information on an informal basis.  All parties are urged to cooperate in discovery.  There are limitation on discovery and sanctions for abuse of the discovery process.  52 Pa.Code 

§§ 5.361, 5.371-372.  Any party that may desire to modify discovery rules must initiate the discussion with all parties of record at the prehearing conference so that the ALJ may rule on the desired modifications.



5.
You must serve me directly with a copy of any document that you file in these proceedings.  If you send me any correspondence or document, you must send a copy to all other parties that have declared they are actively participating in these proceedings.  For your convenience, a copy of the Commission’s current service list of the participants to these proceedings is enclosed with this Order.

Dated:
December 21, 2016



___________________________________








Angela T. Jones
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