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	Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72 57 Subchapter G for Approval to Site and Reconstruct Approximately 4.5 Miles of Transmission Line in Allen Township, Northampton County, and North Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania to Interconnect New Siegfried Substation 230 kV and 69 kV Switchyards to the Electric Grid 
	Docket Number:

A-2016-2575822


ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On November 14, 2016, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  By Order entered on August 11, 2016, at Docket No. P-2016-2545583, the Commission granted PPL Electric a waiver from the requirements of a full siting application under 52 Pa. Code §§57.72(a)-(c), and directed PPL Electric to submit a Letter of Notification for this project. 

Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” (LON) siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.
(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.
(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Northampton County Commissioners, Lehigh County Commissioners, Whitehall Township, Allen Township, and others.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PPL Electric requests approval to site and reconstruct approximately 4.5 miles of 230 kV, 138 kV, and 138/69 kV transmission lines in Allen Township, Northampton County and North Whitehall Township, Lehigh County.  According to PPL Electric, the new segments and rebuilt transmission lines are needed to interconnect the new Siegfried Substation 230 kV and 69 kV switchyards to the electric grid.     
PPL Electric provides that the existing Siegfried Substation was built in the early 1920s as a 230-69 kV substation with 230 kV and 69 kV switchyards.  A 138 kV switchyard was installed in the late 1970s.  PPL Electric states that the aging equipment at the 230 kV and 69 kV switchyards has reached the end of its useful life, does not meet modern design standards, and must be replaced to continue to provide safe and reliable service to customers.  PPL Electric notes that the Siegfried Substation is a critical component to the backbone 230 kV bulk electric system and cannot be decommissioned.  

PPL Electric plans to build new, modern, 230 kV and 69 kV switchyards immediately adjacent to the Siegfried Substation on property owned by PPL Electric.   PPL Electric notes that the site of the new switchyards is already crossed by the existing 230 kV and 69 kV transmission lines, which will minimize the amount of new transmission lines that need to be constructed.  PPL Electric also notes that the new site is required as the existing Siegfried Substation site is not large enough to accommodate the new modern switchyards.   The existing 138 kV switchyard will remain in place.  
PPL Electric proposes to construct approximately 4.0 miles of new transmission line, which includes: (i) 1.8 miles of new 230 kV transmission line, (ii) 1.4 miles of new 138 kV transmission line, and (iii) 0.8 miles of new 138/69 kV transmission line.  PPL Electric avers that these new transmission lines will be located entirely on the existing Siegfried Substation property and/or the property for the new Siegfried Substation 230 kV and 69 kV switchyards and no additional right-of-way (ROW) is required.  The new transmission lines will be supported by 55 new self-supporting steel tower structures ranging in height from 75 to 175 feet in height.
PPL Electric also proposes to reconductor approximately 0.5 miles of existing transmission lines within the existing ROW which includes:  (i) 0.4 miles of existing 230 kV transmission line, and (ii) 0.1 miles of existing 138 kV transmission line.  The existing conductors will be replaced with new conductors using the existing tower structures.  No new ROW or tower structures will be required to reconductor these segments of transmission line.  

PPL Electric maintains the project will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to public health or safety.  PPL Electric provides that the project will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.   
PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $8 million, and will be owned and operated by PPL Electric.  The proposed project was presented before the PJM Interconnection LLC sub-regional Regional Transmission Expansion Plan (RTEP) committee for the mid-Atlantic zone on July 29, 2015, and is included in the RTEP as supplemental projects 0958.1.  Construction of the project is proposed to commence in February 2017 with a proposed in-service date of December 2019.    
The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d) because the 4.0 miles of new transmission line consists of three segments, each of which satisfy § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) which allows a LON to be filed when the high voltage line to be constructed has a proposed route of two miles or less.  PPL Electric also proposes to reconductor 0.5 miles of transmission line which does not require establishment of any new tower structures or rights-of-way, such that this portion of the proposed project appears to conform with       §57.72(d)(1)(v)  which allows a LON to be filed when the reconductored line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  
We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, for Approval to Site and Reconstruct Approximately 4.5 Miles of Transmission Line in Allen Township, Northampton County, and North Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2016-2575822 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: December 22, 2016
ORDER ENTERED:  December 22, 2016
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