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	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


January 10, 2017
STAN RUGIS

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY

669 WASHINGTON STREET

EASTON PA 18042
In re:
M-2013-2382394 – Northampton County Bridge 168 – Hill Road Bridge crosses over the tracks of Norfolk Southern Railway Company and Lehigh Canal (DOT# 951 523 E) in Glendon Borough, Northampton County. 

Dear Mr. Rugis:


By written correspondence received on August 16, 2013, Northampton County notified the Commission that it closed the subject bridge due to structural deficiencies rendering the bridge unsafe for vehicular and pedestrian use. Northampton County had also informed the Commission that at that time, there was no funding budgeted for the repairs to this bridge structure. The County recommended that the bridge remain closed indefinitely, until the County could assess the feasibility of repairing this structure.



On September 23, 2013 the Commission issued a Secretarial Letter affirming the action taken by Northampton County to close the subject bridge to all vehicular traffic.


In the interest of public safety, the Rail Safety Section of the Commission is requesting that Northampton County provide its position regarding the disposition of the structure.  If it is determined that repairing the structure is not feasible, the bridge should be removed in its entirety.  Please respond to the Commission in writing on or before July 31, 2017, informing us of the county’s intentions.  Please direct your correspondence to my attention and reference PUC Docket # M-2013-2382394 on all correspondence.


You are reminded that as per our Secretarial Letter, Northampton County is responsible for maintaining the barricades, signage and associated detours accordingly. 


Your cooperation and assistance on this matter is greatly appreciated.






Sincerely,










George M. Steiner, P.E.






Transportation Division-Rail Safety Section





Bureau of Technical Utility Services






Phone: 717-787-6805






Email: gsteiner@pa.gov
