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A I{wrmg, s Notice dated December 14, 2006, indicated that ap imual T clephomc
Hmamig is scheduled for this proceeding on Wednesday, February 7, 2007, at 10: 00 arn. On
Monday, January 29, 2007, ] received by facsimile a letter requesting a continuance of this matter
on behalf of Philadelphia Gas Works (“Rcspondent" or "PGW?).  Counsel for Respondent, Mr.
Laureto Farinas, Esquire states that PGW scheduled a testing of its complaints database and his
presence is required during the testing, On Thursday, February 1, 2007, PGW acknowledged that

the Complainant, Ms. Lisa McDermott-Seda opposes the requested continuance.

My Prehearing Order at 4 3 states, “A‘request for a change of the scheduled
hearing date nust state the agreement or opposition of other parties, and must be submitted in
writing no later than five (5) business days prior to the hearing.” This procedure is in accordance:
w:t’h Commission regulation at 52 Pa. Code §1.15(b). I note that while 1he motion for |

Lommuance was tinely, 1t was opposed by the Complainant. This matter is ripe for review.

Respondent has substantially complied with my Preheaning Ocder at § 3 and 52
Pa. Code §Lt5(b). However, [ do not find it compelling to grant the contiruance. Mysa‘
McDermott-Seda has requested that this matter be decided by the Pennsylvania Public Ulity
Commission. She has stated that she would like to have the hearing take pi’ace'as scheduled.
The hearing is telephonic and more likely will not last all day. Because the hcaring is telephonic,

Respondent’s physical presence is not constrained. Counsel can be in close proximity to the



testing site before the hearing, conduct the hearing, and then go back to the testing once the
hearing is concluded. Furthermore, Respondent has had been represented by other counsel in the
past. | |
“The Motion in the above-captioned matter is denied. The Initial Telephonic
Hearmg will proceed ag scheduled. All parties are encouraged to talk with each other to resolve
this matter, 1t possible, as stated in Prehearing Order § 10.
THEREFORE,

IT 1S ORDERED:

[ That the request for continuance submitted by Philadelphia Gas Works’ar
Docket No. C-20067078 is denied.

2. That this matter proceeds to hearing as scheduled.

Date: Febmary t, 2007 : %ﬂ@é \j 4}1{,«0

Ange é‘l\ Jones
Administrative Law Judge
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