BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Broadhead Investors Group, LLC 			:
:
	v.						:		C-2016-2570282
							:
Duquesne Light Company				:
							


FIRST INTERIM ORDER
GRANTING 	RESPONDENT’S REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE OF HEARING


		By Hearing Notice dated January 3, 2017, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) informed Complainant Broadhead Investors Group, LLC and Respondent Duquesne Light Company, the Parties in the above-captioned proceeding, that a hearing was scheduled in this matter before me on Monday, February 6, 2017, at 10:00 a.m.  By facsimile (fax) sent on February 2, 2017, Respondent’s counsel, Robert O. Lampl, Esquire, represented the following:  “The Parties are currently engaged in meaningful negotiation.  Accordingly, Broadhead Investors Group, LLC requests a 30 day continuance of the initial hearing.  Duquesne Light Company has consented to the requested continuance.”  

[bookmark: _GoBack]		The Commission’s procedure for requesting a hearing continuance is set forth in its Rules of Administrative Practice and Procedure in Chapter 1 of Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code.  52 Pa.Code § 1.1, et seq.  More specifically, pursuant to 52 Pa.Code § 1.15(b), a request for a change of the scheduled hearing date shall be submitted by motion in writing, filed no later than five (5) days prior to the hearing with the Commission.  The motion must state the facts upon which the request rests.  Only for good cause shown will requests for continuance be considered.  52 Pa.Code § 1.15(b). 

		Although Attorney Lampl’s fax requesting a hearing continuance is not in accordance with the Commission’s rules, waiver of this requirement is permitted.  Under 52 Pa.Code § 1.2, a presiding officer at any stage of an action or proceeding may waive a requirement of a rule when necessary or appropriate, if waiver does not adversely affect a substantive right of a party.  Such are the circumstances in this case.  Therefore, the fax will be treated as a motion for a continuance of the February 6, 2017 hearing.

		The undersigned finds the motion for the hearing continuance states good cause to warrant granting the motion:  the Parties are engaging in meaningful negotiations.  Accordingly, the motion will be granted in the ordering paragraphs below.

		The Parties are encouraged to talk with each other to resolve this matter or some portion thereof.  It is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements.  52 Pa.Code § 5.231.  

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Complainant Broadhead Investors Group, LLC’s motion for a continuance of the February 6, 2017 hearing is granted.

2. That the Scheduling Staff of the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall cancel the February 6, 2017 hearing and reschedule this matter for the next available hearing date and so notify the Parties in writing.
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Date:	February 3, 2017				
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ROBERT O LAMPL ESQUIRE
960 PENN AVENUE SUITE 1200
PITTSBURGH PA  15222
412.392.0330
Accepts e-Service
(Representing Broadhead Investors Group LLC)

JEREMY V FARRELL ESQUIRE
GARY P HUNT ESQUIRE
TUCKER ARENSBERG PC
1500 ONE PPG PLACE
PITTSBURGH PA  15222
412.594.3938
412.594.5518
Accepts e-Service
(Representing Duquesne Light Company)
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