BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Bernice Wallace	:
		:
	v.	:	C-2016-2552460
		:
PECO Energy Company	:



STAY ORDER

On June 20, 2016, Bernice Wallace (complainant) filed a formal Complaint (Complaint) against PECO Energy Company (PECO or respondent) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission).  In the Complaint, the complainant placed check-marks in the boxes indicating “the utility is threatening to shut off my service or has already shut off my service,” and “I would like a payment agreement.”

		On July 6, 2016, PECO filed an Answer denying all material allegations of fact and conclusions of law in the Complaint.  

By Hearing Notice dated July 11, 2016, a hearing was scheduled for Tuesday, August 30, 2016, at 9:00 a.m., and the matter was assigned to me.  

The morning before the scheduled hearing, Shawane L. Lee, Esq., counsel for PECO, informed me that the complainant had filed a Chapter 7 bankruptcy petition in federal court.  Ms. Lee explained that on August 16, 2016, Ms. Wallace filed a Motion to Dismiss the bankruptcy petition.  While the bankruptcy judge had no ruled on Ms. Wallace’s Motion as of August 16, 2016, Ms. Lee believed the ruling to be forthcoming in the near future and requested that the matter be stayed pending the resolution of the bankruptcy.

By Order dated august 31, 2016, I granted PECO’s request and stayed the proceedings at Docket No. C-2016-2552460 pending resolution of the complainant’s bankruptcy petition.  The hearing scheduled for August 30, 2016, was cancelled and the parties were instructed to file a status report with the Commission at this Docket, with a copy to me and the opposing party, within sixty (60) days of the date of this Stay Order, and every sixty (60) days thereafter, until the bankruptcy proceeding was concluded.  

By correspondence dated February 2, 2017, respondent’s counsel informed me that Ms. Wallace’s bankruptcy case was dismissed on September 28, 2016 and the case was close on October 6, 2016.  

As the complainant’s bankruptcy has been dismissed, the stay pursuant to Title 11 U.S.C. § 362 has now lifted and the formal complaint against PECO may proceed to a hearing.  The matter shall be scheduled for a further hearing without further delay.

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the stay in the procedural schedule in the matter of Bernice Wallace v. PECO Energy Company, Docket No. C-2016-2552460, is lifted.

2.	That this matter be scheduled for a further hearing.

Date:	  February 3, 2017	_________________________________
		Eranda Vero 
		Administrative Law Judge
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