	BEFORE THE
	PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Whemco-Steel Castings, Inc.				:
							:
	v.						:		C-2014-2459527		
							:
Duquesne Light Company				:


INTERIM ORDER  
CLOSING THE HEARING RECORD 

	On December 23, 2014, Whemco-Steel Castings, Inc. (Whemco or Complainant) filed a formal complaint (complaint) against Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne Light or Respondent) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) alleging, inter alia, that Duquesne Light wrongfully terminated as of December 31, 2010, a certain distribution-rate related discount contained in Rider No. 5 of Duquesne Light’s then-prevailing and Commission- approved retail electric service tariff for its Rate L customers.  

	On January 21, 2015, Duquesne Light filed an answer and new matter denying the material allegations in the formal complaint.

	On February 10, 2015, Complainant filed a reply to new matter.	

		On April 15, 2015, a notice was issued scheduling a prehearing conference in this case for May 7, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. in Pittsburgh.  The prehearing conference was convened as scheduled.  Counsel appeared for both parties and discussed various discovery and litigation issues.
	
	The parties engaged in extensive discovery and filed various motions related to discovery matters in this proceeding.  


	On February 8, 2016, the first prehearing order was issued.  On February 9, 2016, a hearing notice was issued scheduling the evidentiary hearing in this proceeding for June 23-24, 2016, in Pittsburgh.

	On May 20, 2016, Duquesne Light filed a motion requesting permission to provide oral surrebuttal testimony at the evidentiary hearing in this proceeding.  Whemco filed an answer to the motion on May 26, 2016.  On June 16, 2016, an interim order was issued which granted the Motion of Duquesne Light Requesting Permission to Provide Oral Surrebuttal Testimony at the Evidentiary Hearing.  

	On June 8, 2016, Whemco filed a Motion to Compel Answers to Interrogatories and Requests For Production of Documents Propounded Upon Duquesne Light.  Duquesne Light filed a letter dated June 13, 2016 which indicated, inter alia, that Duquesne Light was filing revised responses to the discovery requests in dispute. 

	On June 13, 2016, an interim order was entered which denied the request of Duquesne Light Company to compel the production of documents.  

	 On June 14, 2016, Whemco filed another Motion To Compel with regard to the discovery requests in dispute.  As the hearing in this matter was scheduled for June 23-24, 2016, the undersigned presiding officer advised the parties by email on June 16, 2016, that Respondent would be required to file and serve a response to the Motion to Compel not later than Friday, June 17, 2016 at 3:00 p.m.  Respondent timely filed a response.  

		On June 14, 2016, an interim order was entered denying the motion to strike portions of Duquesne Light Company’s Testimony, filed by Whemco seeking to strike portions of direct testimony of a Duquesne Light witness.    



	On June 16, 2016, an interim order was entered granting a motion of Duquesne Light requesting permission to provide oral surrebuttal testimony at the evidentiary hearing.  It was further ordered that Duquesne Light was permitted to provide oral surrebuttal testimony at the evidentiary hearing in this matter, to the extent relevant and admissible at the time of the evidentiary hearing in this proceeding.  

	On June 17, 2016, Whemco filed a motion to require Duquesne Light Company to submit written surrebuttal testimony and to cancel the evidentiary hearings scheduled for June 23-24, 2016.  On June 21, 2016, Duquesne Light filed its answer to Whemco’s motion to require Duquesne Light Company to submit written surrebuttal testimony and to cancel the evidentiary hearings.    

		An email was provided to the parties on June 21, 2016 advising the parties that the hearings scheduled for June 23-24, 2016 would be cancelled.  The parties were further advised to consider settlement discussions or to consider the use of the undersigned presiding officer as a settlement judge in this complaint proceeding.  The settlement judge process was considered but not utilized by the parties.   
	
		On September 12, 2016, a notice was issued rescheduling the hearing in this matter for November 29-December 1, 2016 in Pittsburgh.	

	On September 13, 2016, a prehearing Order was entered establishing various procedural matters for the hearing in this matter.  In addition, the motion filed by Whemco to require Duquesne Light Company to submit written surrebuttal testimony was denied.

		An interim order was entered on November 18, 2016, granting Whemco’s request that the hearings scheduled for November 29, 2016 through December 1, 2016 be postponed in light of the parties’ pending settlement discussions.

	Counsel for Whemco and Duquesne Light advised the undersigned presiding officer in a letter dated December 30, 2016 that they have continued their settlement discussions and requested that the evidentiary hearings be postponed since would likely to be achieved in the near future.

		On February 3, 2017, Counsel for Whemco filed a petition for leave to withdraw complaint and to terminate the formal complaint proceeding (petition).  Whemco averred that the parties have resolved their differences and that the formal complaint has been satisfied by Duquesne Light.  On February 6, 2017, Duquesne Light filed a letter indicating that it supports the petition filed by Whemco.  This case is now ripe for a decision.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the record in the above-captioned matter filed at C-2014-2459527 is closed.

2. That an Initial Decision shall be prepared in this matter.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Date:  February 17, 2017 				____________________________________
							Jeffrey A. Watson
							Administrative Law Judge
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