BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Howard E. Weightman				:
							:
		v.						:		C-2016-2565520
							:
Pennsylvania Electric Company			:



INTERIM ORDER
ON PETITION TO WITHDRAW AS COUNSEL

	Howard E. Weightman (Complainant) filed a formal complaint against the Pennsylvania Electric Company (Penelec) on September 6, 2016.  The Complainant checked all of the boxes on the formal complaint form alleging that his service had been terminated; he would like a payment arrangement; there are incorrect charges on his bill; and he is experiencing a reliability or service problem because his neighbor is using service from his meter.  Penelec filed an answer on September 27, 2016, which admitted that the Complainant’s service had been terminated and taking the position that he was not entitled to a payment arrangement and that his claims regarding his neighbor’s usage of his meter had been resolved in a prior formal complaint proceeding.
	By hearing notice dated November 4, 2016, this matter was assigned to me and scheduled for a telephonic hearing on January 6, 2017.  The hearing convened as scheduled.  The Complainant appeared and was represented by Jason M. Imler, Esquire.  Penelec also appeared and was represented by Margaret A. Morris, Esquire.  The parties represented that they had undertaken substantial negotiations in order to resolve the dispute and had achieved an agreement in principle.  However, the parties requested that they present a joint petition for settlement for approval by the Commission.  The parties were granted permission to resolve the dispute with that procedure and were directed to provide a joint petition for settlement along with a stipulation of facts and statements in support of the settlement on or before February 6, 2017.
	On February 6, 2017, counsel for the Complainant has requested an extension of time in which to complete the settlement.  He states he and his client were unable to meet before last week and that his client has requested additional time to review the proposed settlement.  Counsel for Penelec does not object to the extension of time.  The request for an extension of time was granted by interim order dated February 6, 2017.
	On February 14, 2017, the Complainant requested a further extension of time in order to complete the settlement.  Counsel for Penelec does not object.  By order dated February 14, 2017, the Complainant was granted an extension of time until March 1, 2017 to submit a joint petition for settlement.  The order also stated that in the event that the parties are not able to complete an agreement, this matter will be scheduled for hearing.  
	On February 23, 2017, counsel for the Complainant filed a petition to withdraw as counsel, stating that counsel’s relationship with the Complainant “is no longer a functioning Attorney/Client relationship” and that the Complainant “has failed to comply with the terms of the engagement letter regarding payment of outstanding legal fees.”  Counsel for Penelec does not object to the withdrawal.
	However, it does not appear that the petition to withdraw was served upon the Complainant.
	THEREFORE, 
	IT IS ORDERED:
	1.	That Jason M. Imler, Esquire shall serve a copy of the Petition to Withdraw as Counsel upon the Complainant, Howard E. Weightman, and file a copy of the certificate of service with the Secretary’s Bureau no later than March 2, 2017.  The Complainant may file any objection he may have on or before March 7, 2017.
	2.	That the parties shall submit a joint petition for settlement or a request of a hearing on or before March 14, 2017.
	3.	That in the event that the parties are not able to complete an agreement, this matter will be scheduled for hearing.  No further extensions will be granted absent extraordinary circumstances.
	4.	That any joint petition for settlement submitted for consideration shall include:
		a.	A stipulation of facts;
		b.	Settlement terms; and
		c.	A statement in support explaining why the proposed settlement is in the public interest.

Date:  February 23, 2017				____________________________________
							Mary D. Long 
							Administrative Law Judge




3

C-2016-2565520 - HOWARD WEIGHTMAN v. PENNSYLVANIA ELECTRIC COMPANY

(Revised 2/23/17)

HOWARD E WEIGHTMAN
3192 MAIN ROAD
BEDFORD PA  15522
814.979.7717
[bookmark: _GoBack]
JASON M IMLER ESQUIRE
GRABILL & SEELYE PLLC
320 FRANKSTOWN ROAD
ALTOONA PA 16602
814.944.5090 

MARGARET A MORRIS ESQUIRE
REGER RIZZO & DARNALL
2929 ARCH STREET 13TH FLOOR
PHILADELPHIA PA  19104
215.495.6524
Accepts E-service
Representing Pennsylvania Electric Company

