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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
400 NORTH STREET, HARRISBURG, PA 17120
	

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE
M-2015-2511794


February 24, 2017
Docket Nos. M-2015-2511794
L-2014-2400191
C-2012-2307244


TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES:

Re:	Electric Distribution Company (EDC) Best Practice Working Group Final Report in Regard to Electrical Splice Installation, Inspection, Maintenance and Training


		In an Order entered Jan 9, 2014 (Jan 9 Order), the Commission approved a Joint Petition for Full Settlement related to the Jun 2, 2009, electrocution death of Carrie Goretzka.[footnoteRef:1]  The Jan 9 Order, inter alia, directed that the issue regarding inspection requirements for automatic splices be referred to the Commission’s Law Bureau to initiate an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANOPR) or similar proceeding.  An ANOPR was initiated by Order entered on Feb 20, 2014.  The ANOPR examined whether the Commission’s regulations should be amended to require EDCs to inspect and maintain automatic splices used to repair overhead power lines on a regular basis.  On Nov 5, 2015, an Order (Nov 5 Order) was entered that determined that the current regulations do not need to be amended, but noted the concern in the dichotomy that appeared among the EDCs in relation to certain aspects of their overhead line inspection programs.[footnoteRef:2]    [1:  See Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement v. West Penn Power Company, at Docket No. C-2012-2307244.]  [2:  See, Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Revision of 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Relating to Inspection Requirements for Automatic Splices, Order, pp. 9-10, at Docket No. L-2014-2400191.] 


	The Nov 5 Order thus directed that an EDC working group be established to develop best practices in regard to automatic splice installation, inspection, maintenance and training.  The Commission further directed that the working group meet at least quarterly, with the first meeting to be held within forty-five (45) days of the entry date of the Nov 5 Order and that an M-docket be created for the collaborative proceeding.[footnoteRef:3]   The Commission directed its Bureau of Technical Utility Services to work with and assist the industry participants in the development of those best practices.  Finally, the Commission directed the working group to issue a report (Final Report) summarizing the best practices no later than twelve (12) months from the entry date of the Order.  The Final Report was filed to the M‑docket on Nov 2, 2016.   [3:  Docket No. M-2015-2511794.] 


	With this Secretarial Letter, the Commission is releasing the Final Report to all parties of record at the Full Settlement and ANOPR and initiating a thirty (30) day comment period beginning with the date of this letter.  The Final Report may be downloaded at http://www.puc.pa.gov/pcdocs/1484302.pdf.  The Commission shall issue an Order on the matter subsequent to the comment period.  

	Comments may be filed with the Secretary of the Commission at the address listed below.  Make sure to reference Docket Number M-2015-2511794 when filing comments.  Please note that comments may be e-filed, http://www.puc.pa.gov/efiling/default.aspx.  A list of document types allowed to be e-filed can be found at http://www.puc.pa.gov/efiling/DocTypes.aspx.    


	






	


	

Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120


	Please direct any questions to David Washko of the Bureau of Fixed Utility Services at 717-425-7401 or dawashko@pa.gov.   
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	Sincerely,


[bookmark: _GoBack]
						Rosemary Chiavetta
						Secretary
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