BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Centre Park Historic District, Inc. 	:
						:
	v.						:		C-2015-2516051
						:
UGI Utilities, 	Inc. – Gas Division			:


City of Reading 	:
						:
	v.						:		C-2016-2530475
						:
UGI Utilities, 	Inc.					:



SIXTH PREHEARING ORDER

	
	On November 25, 2015, the Centre Park Historic District, Inc. (CPHD), filed a formal complaint which alleged that UGI Utilities, Inc. – Gas Division (UGI), violated the Commission’s regulation regarding the placement of meters in historic districts of Reading, Pennsylvania.  52 Pa.Code § 59.18.  UGI filed an answer denying the material allegations of the complaint on December 15, 2015.  It is UGI’s position that Section 59.18 grants it discretion in the placement of meters in historic areas and that its actions have been appropriate as required by the Public Utility Code.

	On February 17, 2016, the City of Reading filed a formal complaint against UGI Utilities, Inc. (UGI), challenging UGI’s placement of meters in historic districts as well as the outside placement of meters in unsafe locations in other districts of the city.  On March 14, 2016, UGI filed an answer denying the material allegations of the complaint and also preliminary objections seeking dismissal of the complaint.  The City of Reading filed an answer to the preliminary objections on March 24, 2016.  By interim order dated March 29, 2016, the preliminary objections were denied.  The complaints of CPHD and the City of Reading were consolidated by order entered March 30, 2016.
	Prehearing conferences were held on February 11, 2016, March 30, 2016 and July 14, 2016.  At the July 14, 2016 prehearing conference, a litigation schedule was established which provided for a discovery deadline of September 9, 2016, a deadline for dispositive motions on September 30, 2016, and evidentiary hearings to begin on November 15, 2016, in Harrisburg.

	On September 1, 2016, UGI filed a petition for interlocutory review and answer to material questions to the Commission.  UGI and BIE[footnoteRef:1] also filed a joint motion to, among other things, modify the deadlines established at the July 14, 2016 prehearing conference.  The motion represented that the Complainants did not object to the request to modify the litigation schedule.  By order dated September 2, 2016, the litigation schedule was suspended pending the answer to the material questions by the Commission. [1:  	The Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (BIE) entered its appearance on August 10, 2016.] 


	By Opinion and Order entered February 7, 2017, the Commission declined to answer the material questions and returned the matter to the Office of Administrative Law Judge for disposition.  The parties agreed to hold a further prehearing conference on Tuesday, March 14, 2017.  By interim order dated February 22, 2017, the parties were directed to discuss outstanding discovery and agree to a litigation schedule.  That order further required the parties to file prehearing memoranda by March 13, 2017.
	
	The parties filed their prehearing memoranda as directed.  By agreement the prehearing conference was rescheduled for Thursday, March 16, 2017.  At my request, the Complainants and UGI also filed supplemental prehearing memoranda on March 16, 2017, which addressed specific discovery issues.

	The prehearing conference convened on March 16, 2017.  Counsel for the Complainants, UGI and BIE appeared.  The bulk of the conference was devoted to the discussion of several outstanding discovery issues.  Those matters will be discussed by separate order.  

	Following a discussion with the parties, further proceedings are ordered as set forth below.
	
	THEREFORE,

	IT IS ORDERED:

	1.	That the Complainants will create a spreadsheet which includes a list of the contested meters in historic districts in a format substantially similar to the tables in Exhibit D which was attached to the City of Reading’s formal complaint.  In addition to the columns included in Exhibit D, the Complainants shall add columns to the table which include 1) the date a permit was issued, if one was issued; and 2) the date the meter was relocated.  This spreadsheet shall be served on me and on the other parties on or before April 20, 2017.

	2.	That the Complainants shall create a spreadsheet which includes a list of the contested meters which are not located in historic districts in a format substantially similar to the tables in Exhibit D which was attached to the City of Reading’s formal complaint.  In addition to the columns included in Exhibit D, the Complainants shall add columns to the table which include 1) the date a permit was issued, if one was issued; and 2) the date the meter was relocated.  The contested meters shall be organized by neighborhood or proximity.  This spreadsheet shall be served on me and on the other parties on or before April 20, 2017.

	3.	That UGI shall respond by adding an additional column which includes either its stipulation to the data provided or by specific objection.  UGI’s stipulation shall not be construed as an admission that the meter relocation is in violation of the Public Utility Code, regulations or directives of the Commission.  UGI’s responses shall be served on me and the other parties on or before May 4, 2017. 

	4.	That the spreadsheets directed above shall be served in both hard copy and electronic format.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	5.	That the parties are urged to make significant efforts to reach other factual stipulations such as the maps, the locations and designations of the historic districts, etc.

	6.	That procedural rules related to motions to compel and answers thereto will be strictly construed.  Any motions or responses that fail to conform to all rules and directives will be denied or stricken.

	7.	That all discovery, including depositions, if any, shall be completed by May 30, 2017.

	8.	That a further call-in prehearing conference is scheduled for Thursday, June 15, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.  



Date:  March 21, 2017				__________________________________
						Mary D. Long
						Administrative Law Judge
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