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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


April 6, 2017
A-2012-2330212
TO ALL PARTIES

Application of Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation for approval of the alteration of the crossing where SR 6011 (Harrison Avenue) crosses, above grade, the tracks of Pennsylvania Northeast Regional Railroad Authority, operated thereon by Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc. in the City of Scranton in Lackawanna County.
To Whom It May Concern:

At a location in the City of Scranton, Lackawanna County, State Route 6011 (Harrison Avenue) crosses, above grade, the tracks of Pennsylvania Northeast Regional Railroad Authority, operated thereon by Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc.
By our Secretarial Letter issued July 10, 2014, the Commission approved Pennsylvania Department of Transportation’s (Department) application and directed replacement of the bridge which carries State Route 6011 (Harrison Avenue) above the grade of the tracks of Pennsylvania Northeast Regional Railroad Authority (PNRRA) operated thereon by Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc. (DL).
During construction of the project, the Department encountered several issues that were not anticipated in its original scope of work and requested an interim field investigation to discuss these issues.  An interim field conference was held on January 5, 2017, at the Department’s project field office and the following parties were in attendance:
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
City of Scranton

Pennsylvania Northeast Regional Railroad Authority 

Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc.
Jingoli Power
McTish Kunkel

Minichi Construction

Dewberry Inc.

Geo Science

At the field conference the Department discussed several issues they have encountered during construction among the parties.
On the north side of the bridge, along the railroad’s Pocono Line, a concrete retaining wall and fall protection fence will need to be constructed adjacent to the west abutment to protect the railroad track from displaced material.  The Department agreed to design and install the concrete retaining wall upon review of the parties of record and by approval of the Commission.  Upon completion of the concrete retaining wall, the Department agreed to the future maintenance for the concrete retaining wall and fall protection fence.
Another issue to address is a railroad tunnel (Laurel Line) that passes underneath the wingwall of the south abutment.  To ensure the structural integrity is preserved during construction, the Department will perform an inspection and analysis of the tunnel including interim seismograph monitoring.  A review of all findings will be provided to PNRRA for acceptance.  Upon completion of the project, DL will maintain the tunnel.
Upon review of these additional issues, we will issue a Secretarial Letter addressing these matters in accordance with Section 2702 of the Public Utility Code.  THEREFORE:


The application is approved as herein directed:

1. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, provide plans for the concrete retaining wall and fall protection fence on the north side of the bridge along the railroad’s Pocono Line to all parties for review and to the Commission for approval, an upon approval, construct the aforesaid facilities, at its sole cost and expense. 
2.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to perform an analysis and inspection and continued monitoring during the bridge construction at the tunnel carrying the Laurel Line in the vicinity of the south abutment and provide, all findings to both Pennsylvania Northeast Regional Railroad Authority and Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc.

3.
Upon completion of the construction of the railroad-highway crossing project and its opening to public use, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to maintain the concrete retaining wall and fall protection fence installed on the north side of the bridge, installed in accordance with this Secretarial Letter.
4.
Upon completion of the construction of the railroad-highway crossing project and its opening to public use, Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc., at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to maintain the tunnel carrying its Laurel Line beneath the south side of the bridge.
5.
In all other aspects, our Secretarial Letter issued July 18, 2014 remains in full force and effect.
If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §§ 1.31 and 5.44, file a Petition for Reconsideration from Staff Action (Petition) with the Commission within twenty (20) days of the date of this letter.  The Petition shall be sent to: Secretary, PA Public Utility Commission, P.O. Box 3265, Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265, and must be filed within twenty (20) days, or if no timely request is made, the action will be deemed to be a final action of the Commission. 

The Petition MUST include: (1) a written statement (divided into numbered paragraphs) outlining the reasons for the request; (2) the case docket number (it is provided for you at the top right hand corner of this letter); (3) the party on whose behalf the petition is made; (4) a Certificate of Service on the other parties of record; and (5) a Verification with original signature in accordance with 52 Pa. Code § 1.36. 
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Very truly yours,





Rosemary Chiavetta




Secretary
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