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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On February 14, 2017, Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW), Utility Code 125042, filed Supplement No. 99 to Tariff Gas Pa. P.U.C. No. 2 (Supplement No. 99), to become effective April 15, 2017.  

PGW proposes to update the Company’s tariff to comply with the changes to 49 CFR Part 192 mandated by the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration’s Final Rule (PHMSA Final Rule) issued on October 14, 2016, and to become effective on April 14, 2017.  This rule requires that excess flow valves (EFVs)[footnoteRef:1] are to be installed at new or replaced gas service lines servicing single-family residences.  The new EFV regulations also include new or replaced branched service lines servicing single-family residences, multi-family residences, and small commercial entities consuming gas volumes not exceeding 1,000 Standard Cubic Feet/Hour (SCFH);  and require the use of either manual service line shut-off valves or EFVs for new or replaced service lines with meter capacities exceeding 1,000 SCFH.  PGW states that the new EFV regulations require utilities to notify customers of their right to request EFV installation on service lines that are not being newly installed or replaced.  The Commission will require that PGW notify customers via its corporate website and also provide notification to customers via a one-time bill insert.  [1:  Excess flow valves permit the flow of liquid or vapor in either direction. The flow is only controlled in one direction (the direction. of the arrow stamped on the valve). If the flow in that direction exceeds a predetermined rate, the valve automatically closes.] 


PGW indicates that there are 7,800 residential and small commercial class customers that may be eligible for EFV installation that do not currently have an EFV.  The Company states that the charge for the EFV installations will be a revenue neutral item, and will have no effect on the service rendered by the utility.

PGW serves approximately 500,000 customers.  PGW served Supplement No. 99 on the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement, the Office of Consumer Advocate and the Office of Small Business Advocate.  No complaints have been filed and no hearings held.

		Upon review of Supplement No. 99 to Tariff Gas PA. P.U.C. No. 2, we find that the proposed modifications contained therein do not appear to be unlawful, unjust, unreasonable, or contrary to the public interest.  We agree that the tariff changes are required to comply with the changes to 49 CFR Part 192 mandated by the PHMSA Final Rule.

		Accordingly, we will grant Supplement No. 99 to Tariff Gas PA. P.U.C. No. 2 to become effective on April 15, 2017.  However, approval of this filing does not constitute a determination that this filing is lawful, just, or reasonable, but only that further investigation or suspension does not appear to be warranted at this time; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That Philadelphia Gas Works Supplement No. 99 to Tariff Gas PA. P.U.C. No. 2 is hereby permitted to become effective on April 15, 2017.

2.	That this Order is without prejudice to any issues that may be raised by any party with respect to the tariff changes implemented by Supplement No. 99 to Tariff Gas PA. P.U.C. No. 2 in future proceedings.

			3.	That notice of the tariff changes implemented by Supplement No. 99 to Tariff Gas - Pa. P.U.C. No. 2 be provided to Philadelphia Gas Works’ customers by means of the corporate website and a one-time bill insert.

			4. 	That a copy of this Order be served on the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, and the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement.

		5.	That the proceeding at Docket No. R-2017-2588966 be closed.
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