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	Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72 57 Subchapter G for Approval to Rebuild  Approximately 10.6 Miles of the Blooming Grove – Honesdale 138/69 kV Line in Pike and Wayne Counties, Pennsylvania 
	Docket Number:

A-2017-2583625


ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On January 6, 2017, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  
Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” (LON) siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.
(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.
(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b) and (c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Pike County Commissioners, Wayne County Commissioners, Blooming Grove Township, Palmyra Township, and others.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PPL Electric requests approval to rebuild approximately 10.6 miles of 138/69kV transmission lines in the City of Blooming Grove, Blooming Grove Township and Palmyra Township in Pike County and Palmyra Township in Wayne County.  According to PPL Electric, the existing Blooming Grove – Honesdale 138/69 kV Line has exceeded its useful life and must be rebuilt in order to continue to provide reliable service to the 9,200 customers served.  
PPL Electric states that the existing Blooming Grove – Honesdale Line has been in service since 1973 (approximately 44 years).  PPL Electric states that the existing conductors and wood monopole structures do not meet current design or height standards.  PPL Electric indicates that the proposed rebuild will bring the line into compliance with current design standards and will also increase the lightning protection of the line and reduce the frequency of momentary outages experienced by customers.  
PPL Electric provides that the proposed project is one part of a large comprehensive plan, called the “Blooming Grove Line Project,” designed to improve the reliability of service to approximately 36,289 customers in Pike and Wayne Counties.  The comprehensive plan consists of four parts:

A) Rebuild the Blooming Grove – West Damascus 69 kV line

B) Rebuild the Blooming Grove – Jackson 69 kV line

C) Install second circuit on Blooming Grove – West Damascus 69 kV line

D) Rebuild the Blooming Grove – Honesdale 138/69 kV Line (the subject of this LON)

PPL Electric states that each part of the comprehensive plan is necessary to address system asset health pursuant to PPL Electric Transmission System Development Standards.  PPL Electric indicates that Parts A, B, and C were presented before the PJM Interconnection LLC Sub-regional Regional Transmission Expansion Plan (RTEP) committee for the Mid-Atlantic zone, and are included in the RTEP as supplemental projects s0962.1-3.  PPL Electric explains that although Part D is one part of the larger comprehensive plan, it was not submitted to PJM as a supplemental project because it does not change the electrical characterization of the transmission system (i.e., line topology or ratings).  PPL Electric states that typically, only non-baseline projects that result in a change to the electrical characterization of the transmission system are submitted as supplemental projects.  
PPL Electric submits that the purpose of the project is to rebuild aging and deteriorated transmission line facilities.  PPL Electric determined that the conductors, hardware, splices, and tower structures of the existing line are nearing the end of their useful lives and must be rehabilitated or replaced.  PPL Electric avers that if these aging facilities are not replaced, there is substantial risk that they could fail, which could cause significant safety and reliability concerns for the public and employees. 

PPL Electric offers that an evaluation of the cost to rehabilitate the Blooming Grove – Honesdale Line concluded that the total cost to rehabilitate the line would be greater than the cost to rebuild the line.  PPL Electric submits that a major factor in the determination to rebuild the Blooming Grove – Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line was the need to replace 138 cellon wood poles.  PPL Electric states that cellon poles have been found to have insufficient penetration of wood preservatives which can result in premature pole failures and catastrophic damage or complete failure of the transmission structure.  Manufacturers of the poles have recommended replacement of all cellon poles that are near the end of their useful life.  PPL Electric indicates that cellon poles are being replaced across the industry after approximately 30 years.    

PPL Electric indicates that it is also installing two overhead optical ground wires to increase lightning protection of the line.  They will also allow communications between the substation and protections network, which will reduce the frequency and duration of momentary outages experienced by customers.  Although the outage history of the line is not the driver of the proposed project, PPL Electric notes that the existing Blooming Grove – Honesdale 138/69 kV Transmission Line has experienced 12 interruptions since 2006, which were mostly caused by lightning.  The line experiences an average of about 1-2 interruptions per year and is number 24 out of 324 on PPL Electric’s Worst Performing Transmission Circuits list.  

PPL Electric plans to rebuild 6.4 miles of the Blooming Grove  - Honesdale Line from the Blooming Grove Substation to the Wallenpaupack Tap as a double-circuit 138/69 kV line, and the remaining 4.2 miles are proposed to be rebuilt as a single-circuit 138/69 kV line.  The rebuilt Blooming Grove – Honesdale Line will initially operate as a 69 kV line until the load growth in the area makes it appropriate to increase the operating voltage. 

The existing Blooming Grove – Honesdale Line currently has a total of 181 structures.  These structures will be removed and replaced with 126 new structures.  The new structures will be located generally within the same vicinity as the existing structures.  Certain structures will be relocated in order to avoid constructability issues and environmental constraints.  PPL Electric notes that the new structure locations will provide greater flexibility to optimize span lengths and reduce the total number of structures.  No new poles will be placed on any property that currently does not have an existing pole.  

The existing, outdated structures range in height from 55 to 110 feet, with an average height of 80 feet.  The existing structures will be replaced with self-weathering steel monopoles that will range between 60 and 115 feet in height, with an average height of approximately 90 feet.  All new poles will be self-supported, either direct embedded or on concrete caisson foundations.  

PPL Electric contends that the entire project will be rebuilt within the existing right-of-way, which is adjacent to and parallels the right-of-way corridor for the existing Susquehanna-Roseland 500 kV Transmission Line.  No additional rights-of-way are required for the construction and operation of these new transmission lines.  
PPL Electric maintains the project will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to public health or safety.  PPL Electric provides that the project will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.   
PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $26.9 million, and will be owned, operated and paid for by PPL Electric.  Construction of the project is proposed to commence in April 2017 with a proposed in-service date of May 2018.    
The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d) because the 10.6 miles of rebuilt transmission line appears to conform with § 57.72(d)(1)(v), which allows an LON to be filed when the reconductored line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  
We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, for Approval to Rebuild Approximately 10.6 Miles of the Blooming Grove – Honesdale 138/69 kV Line in Pike and Wayne Counties, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2017-2583625 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: April 6, 2017
ORDER ENTERED:  April 6, 2017
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