BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Petition of PECO Energy Company for Approval 
:

of its Default Service Program


:

P-2012-2283641

(Customer Assistance Program Shopping Plan)
:

(DSP II)





:







:
Petition of PECO Energy Company for Approval of :

its Default Service Program for the Period from 
:

P-2016-2534980

June 1, 2017 Through May 31, 2021 (DSP IV)
:
PREHEARING CONFERENCE ORDER 

Background
By Order entered March 16, 2017, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC or Commission) directed these dockets be consolidated and referred to the Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) for further proceedings as necessary and a decision on the merits of PECO Energy Company’s (PECO) 2016 Customer Assistance Program (CAP) rule change filing, the CAP Standard Offer Program (SOP) which is a proposed restricted program by the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA) for CAP customers to shop for electric supply and all issues related to the ability of CAP customers to shop in PECO’s service territory.  Petition of PECO Energy Co. for Approval of its Default Service Program (DSP II) and Petition of PECO Energy Co. for Approval of its Default Service Program (DSP IV), Docket Nos. P-2012-2283641 and P-2016-2534980, respectively, (Opinion and Order entered March 16, 2017) at 22.  
By Notice dated April 7, 2017, an Initial Telephonic Prehearing Conference was scheduled for Monday, May 1, 2017.  The Notice assigned the undersigned as the presiding officer.   To participate in the conference you may dial the toll-free number listed below.  You will be prompted to enter a PIN number, which is also listed below.  You will be asked to speak your name and then the system will connect you to the hearing.  If you have any other person you want to be present during the conference you must provide them with the telephone number and PIN number.  A conference room on the 4th floor in the building at 801 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania will also be available.  The Notice assigned Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) Angela T. Jones to this proceeding.   
Toll free phone number: 1-855-750-1027

PIN Number:  846648
The ALJ will preside telephonically from the conference room at 801 Market Street in Philadelphia.

Procedure

1.
A request for a change of the scheduled Prehearing Conference date must state the agreement or opposition of other participants, and must be submitted in writing no later than three business days prior to the Prehearing Conference.  52 Pa.Code § 1.15(b).  Requests for changes of the Prehearing Conference date must be sent to me and all participants of record.  The correct address of the undersigned is: 

Administrative Law Judge Angela T. Jones

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

801 Market Street, Suite 4063

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 
Changes are granted only in the rare circumstance that good cause exists.  In accordance with the foregoing, absent a continuance for good cause, all participants must be prepared to participate in the scheduled Prehearing Conference. 

2. 
Participants should review the regulation pertaining to prehearing conferences, 52 Pa.Code § 5.222, and in particular subsection (d) which provides, in part:

(d)
Parties and counsel will be expected to attend the conference fully prepared for a useful discussion of all problems involved in the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully authorized to make commitments with respect thereto.  

The preparation should include, among other things, advance study of all relevant materials, and advance informal communication between the participants, including requests for additional data and information to the extent feasible.



3.
Each party should consider the issue(s) you intend to present, a listing of your proposed witnesses and the subject of their testimony, a proposed procedural schedule, and if possible a settlement conference(s).  Each party should be prepared to affirm this information during the prehearing conference.  Each item should be included in a prehearing memorandum that is sent to all known participants to this proceeding and the undersigned ALJ by or before 12 noon on April 27, 2017.  See 52 Pa.Code § 5.222(d)(1) and (2).



4.
Parties should review the regulation relating to discovery, specifically 52 Pa.Code § 5.331(b), which provides, inter alia, “part[ies] shall initiate discovery as early in the proceeding as reasonably possible,”  and 52 Pa.Code § 5.322, which encourages participants to exchange information on an informal basis.  All parties are urged to cooperate in discovery.  There are limitation on discovery and sanctions for abuse of the discovery process.  52 Pa.Code 

§§ 5.361, 5.371-372.  Any party that may desire to modify discovery rules must initiate the discussion with all parties of record at the prehearing conference so that the ALJ may rule on the desired modifications.



5.
You must serve me directly with a copy of any document that you file in these proceedings.  If you send me any correspondence or document, you must send a copy to all other parties that have declared they are actively participating in these proceedings.  For your convenience, a copy of the Commission’s current service list of the participants to these proceedings is enclosed with this Order.

Dated:
April 12, 2017




___________________________________








Angela T. Jones








Administrative Law Judge
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