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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On March 13, 2017, Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne Light), Utility Code 110150, filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(i) and (v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” (LON) siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.
(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b) and (c), on the                PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection,            PA Historical and Museum Commission, Dravosburg Borough, West Mifflin Borough, Jefferson Hills Borough, City of Clairton, Allegheny County Commissioners, and others.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

Duquesne Light proposes to reconfigure two existing 138 kV transmission lines.  This project is related to the LON, approved on February 9, 2017, at Docket No. A-2017-2584539, where Duquesne Light proposed to reconductor 6.96 miles of the existing 138 kV Woodville-Peters (Z-117) circuit.  The work being done as the subject of this LON is part of a larger baseline reliability project identified in PJM Interconnection, LLC’s 2015 Regional Transmission Expansion Plan (RTEP) as baseline project ID Nos. b2698.1 and b2698.2, which resolve potential congestion on Duquesne Light’s Z-117 circuit.  This project along with the Z-117 project is expected to reduce potential congestion costs of $6.4 million and $11.8 million in 2019 and 2022 respectively.  
Duquesne Light proposes to utilize the idled Dravosburg-Elrama (Z-15) 138 kV circuit and reconfigure it creating a new Dravosburg-USS Clairton (Z-15) 138 kV circuit.  The existing West Mifflin-USS Clairton (Z-14) 138 kV circuit will be reconfigured to the Wilson Substation creating a West Mifflin-Wilson (Z-14) 138 kV circuit.  Duquesne Light notes that the present Z-14 and idled Z-15 circuits share a common tower line that occupies the same corridor as the circuits that currently serve the Wilson Substation and therefore pass close by the Wilson Substation.  Existing overhead conductor will be utilized except for approximately 200 feet of new conductor to connect the Z-14 circuit to the Wilson Substation.   
Duquesne Light states that no new rights-of-way are required for this project and no new transmission structures are required for the reconfiguration of the     Z-15 circuit.  Duquesne Light provides that three additional steel monopoles and one steel H-frame structure are required for the Z-14 circuit, all to be located on Duquesne Light owned property.  Duquesne Light avers that the new structures will be shorter than the existing structures in the area.
Duquesne Light states that the project will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  The project will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable NESC minimum standards.  Further, Duquesne Light explains, the project will conform to Duquesne Light’s design criteria, construction standards, and safety practices.  

Duquesne Light indicates that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $954,000, and is being paid for by Duquesne Light.  Construction of the project is proposed to begin after receiving Commission approval in order to meet an in-service date of June 2018. 
The formal Duquesne Light Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(i) and (v) because the proposed reconfiguring of the existing 138 kV transmission lines occurs within an existing right-of-way and does not significantly alter the right-of-way.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  
We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the Duquesne Light Company for the approval to reconfigure two existing 138 kV transmission lines located in the Boroughs of West Mifflin, Dravosburg, and Jefferson Hills, and the City of Clairton, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2017-2593475 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: April 20, 2017
ORDER ENTERED: April 20, 2017
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