BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Anwar Baghdadi					:
							:
	v.						:		F-2016-2576632
:
Philadelphia Gas Works				:



SECOND INTERIM ORDER 

Closing Hearing Record


HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDING

		On November 15, 2016, Anwar Baghdadi (Mr. Baghdadi or Complainant) filed a complaint with the Public Utility Commission (Commission) against Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW or Respondent) in which he alleged PGW terminated natural gas service to the service address.  Complainant requested the Commission order PGW to reconnect natural gas service and provide him with a payment arrangement.  On December 12, 2016, PGW filed an answer in which it admitted it terminated service on August 28, 2009 because a bypass at the meter resulted in the theft of natural gas.    

		On January 26, 2017, the Office of Administrative Law Judge scheduled an initial call-in telephonic hearing in this matter for Monday, March 6, 2017.  On January 27, 2017, the presiding officer issued a Prehearing Order.  

On March 6, 2017, the presiding officer convened the initial telephonic hearing as scheduled, at which Complainant appeared pro se and Respondent appeared represented by Graciela Christlieb, Esquire.  

Complainant testified on his own behalf, in addition to offering the testimony of his wife, Renee Baghdadi.  Complainant offered no exhibits.  

Attorney Christlieb presented the testimony of one witness and offered six exhibits, which were marked as PGW Exhibits 1 through 6 and were admitted into evidence.  Complainant and Respondent issued final statements on the hearing record in lieu of filing briefs. 

On April 13, 2017, the court reporting service contacted the presiding officer and advised that the court reporter, who recorded the proceedings on March 6, 2017, had died on March 26, 2017.  While transcribing the recording made by the court reporter, the transcriptionist found a gap existed in the recording.  In addition, the court reporter’s notes, hand-written by her at the time of the hearing, indicated the tape recorder stopped temporarily.  The break in the recorded proceedings occurred on page 40 of the transcript at the start of the cross-examination of Respondent’s witness by Complainant.  

On April 19, 2017, the presiding officer received the transcript of the hearing, containing 48 pages.       

On April 20, 2017, the presiding officer issued the First Interim Order which advised the parties the transcript did not reflect the entire cross-examination of Respondent’s witness, Tiffany Jones, and the gap in the transcript could not be replaced due to the subsequent death of the court reporter.  The presiding officer ordered the parties to notify her in writing by Friday, May 12, 2017 if either party wanted their examination of Ms. Jones to be recorded and included in the hearing record.  

Neither party has submitted any request in writing or through any other form of communication.
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AND NOW, as the presiding officer has received the transcript of the initial hearing on March 6, 2017, as the parties made final statements on the record at the initial hearing, and as no further hearings in this matter are to be scheduled or held.

		THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. The record at Docket No. F-2016-2576632 is closed.

2. The Initial Decision in this case shall be prepared and issued.



Date:  May 22, 2017					___________________________________
							Katrina L. Dunderdale
							Administrative Law Judge
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