BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission		:		R-2017-2602638
Office of Consumer Advocate				:		C-2017-2603457
Office of Small Business Advocate			:		C-2017-2604098
							:
		v.					:
							:
UGI Utilities, Inc. – Gas Division 1307(f)		:


Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission		:		R-2017-2602627
Office of Consumer Advocate				:		C-2017-2603574
Office of Small Business Advocate			:		C-2017-2604117									:
		v.					:
							:
UGI Central Penn Gas, Inc. 1307(f)			:


Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission		:		R-2017-2602633
Office of Consumer Advocate				:		C-2017-2603489
Office of Small Business Advocate			:		C-2017-2604132
							:
		v.					:
							:
UGI Penn Natural Gas, Inc. 1307(f)			:



SCHEDULING ORDER


		On May 1, 2017, UGI Utilities, Inc. – Gas Division (UGI), UGI Central Penn Gas, Inc. (CPG) and UGI Penn Natural Gas, Inc. (PNG) (collectively UGI Companies) submitted their pre-filing preliminary information in support of their annual purchased gas cost tariffs (PGC) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§53.64 and 53.65.  

	On May 10, 2017, the Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed a Notice of Appearance and a Formal Complaint in each of the three proceedings as captioned above.  


		On May 12, 2017, the Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA) filed a Notice of Appearance and a Formal Complaint in each of the three proceedings as captioned above.

		The Commission's Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement (I&E) filed a Notice of Appearance in each of the three proceedings on May 16, 2017.  

		Definitive PGC filings were filed on June 1, 2017.  The proposed PGC tariffs have proposed effective dates of December 1, 2017.  

		On June 12, 2017, the UGI Industrial Intervenors (UGIII) filed a Petition to Intervene in the UGI Utilities, Inc. proceeding at Docket No. R-2017-2602638.    

		A Prehearing Conference was scheduled for Tuesday, June 13, 2017.  I issued a Prehearing Conference Order on June 6, 2017, in which I set forth certain requirements for formal proceedings before the Commission and directed that prehearing memoranda be filed by the parties on or before noon on June 12, 2017.  Prehearing memoranda were received from the UGI Companies, I&E, OCA, OSBA and UGIII.  

		The Prehearing Conference was held as scheduled.  UGIII was granted intervenor status, without objection, during the conference.  The following counsel appeared at the conference:  on behalf of the three UGI companies, Danielle Jouenne and Devin Ryan; on behalf of the OCA, Lauren M. Burge; on behalf of the OSBA, Elizabeth Rose Tricari; on behalf of I&E, Scott Granger; and on behalf of UGIII, Alessandra Hylander.

		The parties agreed upon a litigation schedule, which is set forth and adopted in the ordering paragraphs below.  The parties also agreed upon standard discovery regulation modifications, which are also set forth below.  Counsel for the UGI Companies indicated that a proposed protective order will be circulated and then filed in the near future.  The proposed protective order will be the subject of a separate order.  


ORDER


	THEREFORE,

	IT IS ORDERED:

	1.	That the three Section 1307(f) proceedings filed at Docket Nos. R-2017-2602638 (UGI Utilities, Inc. – Gas Division), R-2017-2602627 (UGI Central Penn Gas, Inc.), and R-2017-2602633 (UGI Penn Natural Gas, Inc.), and the complaints filed against each rate docket, are consolidated for purposes of discovery, hearing, and briefing but not for decision.

	2.	That the following schedule is adopted:

Prehearing conference			June 13, 2017
Direct testimony of other parties	June 29, 2017
Rebuttal testimony			July 13, 2017
Surrebuttal testimony			July 19, 2017	
Evidentiary hearings			July 24-25, 2017
Main briefs				August 4, 2017
Reply briefs				August 11, 2017
Public meeting			November 8, 2017

		3.	The Commission's rules regarding discovery are modified for this proceeding as follows:

	A.	Answers to written interrogatories shall be served in-hand within ten (10) calendar days of service of the interrogatories, provided that, if receipt of the interrogatories occurs after 12:00 noon on either a Friday or the day preceding a holiday, service shall be deemed to have occurred on the next business day;

	B.	Objections to interrogatories shall be communicated orally within three (3) calendar days of service of the interrogatories, provided that, if receipt of the interrogatories occurs after 12:00 noon on a Friday of the day preceding a holiday, service shall be deemed to have occurred on the next business day.  Unresolved objections to written interrogatories shall be served in writing on the propounding party within five (5) calendar days of service of interrogatories, as defined above.   

C.	Motions to compel answers to written interrogatories that have been objected to in writing and answers to such motions to compel shall be filed and served within three (3) calendar days of service of the written objections or motions to compel, provided that, if receipt of the objections or motions to compel occurs after 12:00 noon on a Friday or the day preceding a holiday, service of these documents shall be deemed to have occurred on the next business day;

D.	Responses or objections to requests for document production, entry for inspection, or other purposes shall be served in-hand within ten (10) calendar days of service of the request, provided that, if receipt of the request occurs after 12:00 noon on a Friday or the day preceding a holiday, service shall be deemed to have occurred on the next business day; and 

E.	Requests for admissions shall be deemed admitted unless answered within ten (10) calendar days or objected to within five (5) calendar days of service or the requests, provided that, if receipt of the request occurs after 12:00 noon on a Friday or the day preceding a holiday, service shall be deemed to have occurred on the next business day. 

		4.	In hand service of documents may be accomplished by electronic service, so long as mailing of hard copies of the served document follows.

		5.	One week prior to the start of the evidentiary hearings, counsel for the UGI Companies shall provide to me and the parties a completed (as to the UGI witnesses) daily witness listing and cross-examination grid.  Other parties shall complete the daily witness listing and cross-examination grid as developed by the UGI Companies.  The completed listing/grid shall be submitted to me no later than noon the day prior to the first hearing date.   

		6.	All parties are directed to comply with the provisions of 52 Pa. Code
§ 5.243(e) which prohibits the introduction of evidence during rebuttal or surrebuttal which should have been included in the case-in-chief or which substantially varies from the case-in-chief, unless the evidence is introduced in support of a proposed settlement.

		7.	The parties are directed to develop a common briefing outline which shall be presented at the time of the evidentiary hearing.  All briefs will follow the common outline.  If the parties cannot agree upon a common briefing outline, counsel for the Companies shall present a recommended outline and other parties shall be prepared to discuss their recommendations at the evidentiary hearing.

		8.	The parties agree that the transcript of the evidentiary hearings shall be provided to the parties on an expedited basis, with a three (3) day turnaround.


Dated: June 13, 2016					_________________________________
							Steven K. Haas
							Administrative Law Judge
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