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	Petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation For Approval to Amend the Letter of Notification to Rebuild Approximately 24.4 Miles of the Existing Susquehanna – Jenkins 230 kV Transmission Line in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania 
	Docket Number:

A-2016-2526304


ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On January 29, 2016,  PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification (LON) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation requesting Commission approval of the reconstruction of approximately 24.4 miles of the existing single-circuit Susquehanna- Jenkins 230 kV Transmission Line as a double-circuit 230 kV line in Conyngham Township, Slocum Township, Nuangola Borough, Rice Township, Hanover Township, Bear Creek Township, Laurel Run Borough, and Plains Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.  PPL Electric stated that the reconstruction would include replacing the structures currently in use with new structures capable of supporting two circuits.  On April 7, 2016, the Commission entered an Order (April 7 Order) approving the LON.  
On May 24, 2017, PPL Electric filed a Petition for Approval to Amend the April 7 Order (Petition).  PPL Electric served the Petition on the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement, the Office of Small Business Advocate, and others parties which were served the original LON.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.  
PPL Electric requests that the April 7 Order be amended to grant approval to shift the location of the existing right-of-way on a single parcel to accommodate the future construction of a new 230-69 kV substation in Bear Creek Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.  The proposed modification of the Susquehanna-Jenkins 230 kV Transmission Line right-of-way will be located entirely on property owned in fee by PPL Electric.  PPL Electric avers that no other property owners will be impacted by the proposed modification of the right-of-way.
PPL Electric notes that construction of the rebuilt Susquehanna-Jenkins 230 kV Transmission Line began in September 2016, and is currently scheduled to reach the location of the proposed modification of the right-of-way on or about June 20, 2017, to support an in-service date of June 2018.  
PPL Electric states that subsequent to the Commission’s April 7 Order, PPL Electric determined that it is necessary to construct a new 230-69 kV substation to address multiple reliability issues on the 69 kV system serving the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre metropolitan area.  PPL Electric anticipates that the construction of the new substation will begin around the fourth quarter of 2017.  PPL Electric proposes to locate the new 230-69 kV substation on PPL Electric-owned property which is currently traversed by the Susquehanna-Jenkins 230 kV Transmission Line.  In order to accommodate the new 
230-69 kV substation, the rebuilt Susquehanna-Jenkins 230 kV transmission Line would need to be shifted from the existing right-of-way and routed around the new substation.  PPL Electric states that construction has not yet begun on the section of the line that traverses the property for the future substation.  PPL Electric seeks an expedited amendment to the April 7 Order to allow PPL Electric to shift the location of the existing right-of-way by approximately 400 feet to the north to reroute the current centerline  around the planned new substation to avoid incurring unnecessary additional and duplicative construction costs.  
As the changes to the proposed project do not significantly modify the original application, we find that PPL Electric’s Petition to Amend the April 7 Order as requested is reasonable. We also find that the approximately 1500 foot segment of the rebuilt Susquehanna-Jenkins 230 kV Transmission Line that will be re-routed around the proposed substation is substantially less than 2 miles in length, and conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(vi). 
Accordingly, we grant PPL Electric’s Petition to Amend the April 7 Order in the manner described herein; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That PPL Electric Utilities Corporation’s Petition for Approval to Amend the Commission’s April 7, 2016 Order at Docket No. A-2016-2526304 is hereby approved, consistent with this Order.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2016-2526304 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: June 14, 2017
ORDER ENTERED: June 14, 2017
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