BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Centre Park Historic District, Inc. 	:
						:
	v.						:		C-2015-2516051
						:
UGI Utilities, 	Inc. – Gas Division			:


City of Reading 	:
						:
	v.						:		C-2016-2530475
						:
UGI Utilities, 	Inc.					:



INTERIM ORDER
SETTING DEADLINES FOR 
SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE, DISPOSITIVE MOTIONS AND OTHER MATTERS 

	
[bookmark: _GoBack]	On November 25, 2015, the Centre Park Historic District, Inc. (CPHD) filed a formal complaint which alleged that UGI Utilities, Inc. – Gas Division (UGI), violated the Commission’s regulation regarding the placement of meters in historic districts of Reading, Pennsylvania.  52 Pa.Code § 59.18.  UGI filed an answer denying the material allegations of the complaint on December 15, 2015.  It is UGI’s position that Section 59.18 grants it discretion in the placement of meters in historic areas and that its actions have been appropriate as required by the Public Utility Code.

	On February 17, 2016, the City of Reading filed a formal complaint against UGI Utilities, Inc. (UGI), challenging UGI’s placement of meters in historic districts as well as the outside placement of meters in unsafe locations in other districts of the city.  On March 14, 2016, UGI filed an answer denying the material allegations of the complaint and also preliminary objections seeking dismissal of the complaint.  The City of Reading filed an answer to the preliminary objections on March 24, 2016.  By interim order dated March 29, 2016, the preliminary objections were denied.  The complaints of CPHD and the City of Reading (Complainants) were consolidated by order entered March 30, 2016.

	Prehearing conferences have been previously held on February 11, 2016; March 30, 2016 and July 14, 2016; and March 16, 2017.  Following the March 2017 conference, the parties created spreadsheets at my request which identified the contested meters in historic and non-historic districts within the City of Reading, and include certain factual stipulations regarding those meters.  The final spreadsheet was served by the Complainants on May 24, 2017.  

	A further prehearing conference was held on June 16, 2017.  The Complainants and UGI each filed prehearing memoranda.  Various matters relating to these proceedings were discussed.  Regarding the contested meter spreadsheets, the Complainant’s agreed to stipulate to the date which UGI presented for the installation of the service lines of the contested meters.

	In its prehearing memorandum, UGI renewed its request to file written direct testimony.  The Complainants objected.  UGI’s request to file written direct testimony will be granted in order to streamline the presentation of evidence.  The parties will be permitted to cross‑examine witnesses and offer rebuttal testimony, if necessary, at the evidentiary hearings.  Deadlines for written direct testimony and evidentiary hearings will be set following my decision on dispositive motions.
	
	THEREFORE,

	IT IS ORDERED:

	1.	That the Complainants shall serve hard copies in color of the contested meter spreadsheets which were served on May 24, 2017 on all parties by close of business on Friday, June 16, 2017.  A certificate of service shall be filed with the Secretary’s Bureau.

	2.	The Complainants shall serve supplemental responses to UGI’s discovery request regarding the meter surveyors by June 16, 2017.  A certificate of service shall be filed with the Secretary’s Bureau.

	3.	On or before August 18, 2017, the parties shall agree on a date for an in‑person settlement conference to take place during the month of August.  The parties shall provide me with a written status report setting forth the date that the conference is scheduled.

	4.	Any stipulations or agreements which result from the settlement conference shall be served on all parties and filed with the Secretary’s Bureau within ten days of the scheduled conference.

	5.	Dispositive motions shall be filed on or before July 6, 2017.  

	6.	Responses to dispositive motions shall be filed on or before July 26, 2017.

	7.	Motions and responses must be accompanied by a legal memorandum setting forth the legal basis for any claims made.

	8.	Motions shall include proposed ordering paragraphs which set forth specifically what claims should be dismissed.  

	9.	Any motion filed must conform with the Pa.R.C.P. Nos. 1035.1-1035.5, as well as Commission regulations at 52 Pa.Code §§ 5.102-5.103.  

	10.	Following the disposition of dispositive motions, a further conference will be scheduled to set deadlines for written direct testimony and evidentiary hearings on any claims that remain.

Date:  June 15, 2017					__________________________________
						Mary D. Long
						Administrative Law Judge
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