BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Longswamp Township				:
							:
	v.						:		C-2017-2587742									:
Topton Borough et. al. 				:



PREHEARING ORDER #2


		An Initial In-Person Hearing was scheduled in the above case for June 7, 2017.  By letter dated May 3, 2017, the parties advised this office that a continuance was necessary.  That request was approved for cause shown, and the hearing was rescheduled for June 22, 2017.  Given that various discovery and scheduling issues developed, the June 22, 2017 hearing was treated as a prehearing conference.

		The prehearing conference took place as scheduled on June 22, 2017 and both parties were in attendance.  Various prehearing issues were discussed and the parties agreed upon certain discovery and scheduling matters.  The purpose of this Prehearing Order #2 is to set forth discovery and scheduling matters prior to the Initial In-Person Hearing.

ORDER


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Initial In-Person Hearing originally scheduled for June 7, 2017 is continued.  The Initial In-Person Hearing shall be continued by the Office of Administrative Law Judge, for a date to be determined, but no earlier than December 12, 2017.

2. That all previously served discovery requests shall be deemed served as of June 22, 2017, with any responses or objections thereto being due from the service date of June 22, 2017 in accordance with the Commission’s Regulations concerning discovery responses or objections.  

3. That the parties shall be permitted to conduct discovery until September 30, 2017.  Requests for an extension of the discovery deadline will only be granted for cause shown.

4. That the deadline for either party to file a dispositive motion shall be October 31, 2017.  Any responses are due in accordance with the deadlines set forth in the Commission’s Regulations. 

5. That each party shall advise of its availability for an Initial In-Person Hearing on the following dates:  December 12, 2017; December 13, 2017; December 14, 2017; or December 15, 2017.  Upon receipt of this information, the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall serve a new hearing notice on the parties.

6. That each party shall file its Prehearing Memorandum seven (7) days prior to the date set for the hearing in this case.  Each Prehearing Memorandum shall include:

(a) Names of witnesses the party expects to call and the subject matter of each witness’ testimony.

(b) A list of the issues in this proceeding which the party intends to address and a statement of the party’s position on each of the issues listed.

(c) A brief statement describing the evidence the party proposes to present at the hearing, including a list of proposed exhibits.

7. That, pursuant to 52 Pa.Code § 1.55, each party shall be limited to one entry on the service list.  Parties shall provide the name, address, telephone number and e-mail address of the person they wish to have listed on the service list.

8. That all parties must serve my office and all other parties with any document filed by that party, both electronically and by hard copy.  My address is:

Andrew M. Calvelli
Administrative Law Judge
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
P.O. Box 3265
Harrisburg, Pa. 17105-3265
Telephone:  (717) 787-1399	
Email:  acalvelli@pa.gov


9. That the hearing is a formal proceeding and will be conducted in accordance with the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. 

10. That, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§1.21 & 1.22, you may represent yourself if you are an individual, or you may have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you.  However, if you are a partnership, corporation, trust, association, or governmental agency or subdivision, an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, must represent you in this proceeding.  Unless you are an attorney, you may not represent someone else.  Attorneys shall enter their appearance in accordance with the provisions of 52 Pa. Code §1.24(b).

11. That, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 1.24, the parties must promptly report to the Commission and the other parties a change in address that occurs during the course of the proceeding.  

12. That a request for a change of the scheduled hearing date should be submitted in writing no later than five (5) days prior to the hearing.  52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b).  The requesting party must contact the other party to determine whether there is agreement to the change prior to contacting the Presiding Officer.  Requests for changes of initial hearings must be sent to me with copies to all parties of record.  Changes are granted only where sufficient cause exists.

13. That the parties are encouraged to review the regulations relating to discovery, specifically at 52 Pa. Code § 5.331(b), which provides, inter alia, that participants try to initiate discovery as early in the proceeding as possible, and 52 Pa. Code § 5.322, which encourages parties to exchange information on an informal basis.  The parties are expected to pursue resolution of discovery issues among themselves.  Motions to compel should be filed only after such efforts have failed.

14. That the parties are encouraged to explore settlement, pursuant to Commission policy that encourages settlements.  52 Pa. Code §5.231(a).  If the parties are unable to settle this case, they may still resolve as many questions or issues as possible during settlement discussions.

15. That if you, or anyone you plan to call as a witness on your behalf, has a limited ability to speak or understand English or are deaf or hearing-impaired, a qualified interpreter can be provided upon your request.  If you need an interpreter, please contact the scheduling office for the Office of Administrative Law Judge at (717) 787-1399 at least ten (10) days before the hearing to make your request.  The AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired is 1-800-654-5988.



Dated:  July 11, 2017						     			 
							Andrew M. Calvelli
							Administrative Law Judge
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