BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
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Harry Larry Bierley              				:
							:
	v.						:		C-2016-2553988
							:
National Fuel Gas       				:
Distribution Corporation				:



INTERIM ORDER
CLOSING THE HEARING RECORD


On June 27, 2016, Harry Larry Bierley (Complainant or Mr. Bierley) filed a Formal Complaint (Complaint) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation (National Fuel, NFG or the Company) alleging he received a high gas bill at 242 East 32nd Street, Erie, Pennsylvania (Service Location or Service Address). 

	On July 20, 2016, the Company filed an Answer admitting in part and denying in part the material allegations set forth in the Complaint along with New Matter.  

	On September 12, 2016, Complainant filed a Reply to the Company’s Answer and New Matter.

	On September 22, 2016, the Company filed Preliminary Objections to the Reply of Complainant.

	On October 4, 2016, Complainant filed an Answer to the Company’s Preliminary Objections.
	On March 21, 2017, a Notice was issued by the Commission scheduling the matter for hearing on April 24, 2017 before the undersigned Presiding Officer.  A Prehearing Order was also entered on March 21, 2017.

	On March 23, 2017 an Interim Order was entered Granting in Part and Denying in Part the Preliminary Objections of Respondent.  

	An evidentiary hearing was held in this matter on May 18, 2017.  The Complainant appeared  pro se and testified in support of his claims.  Complainant offered Complainant Exhibits A through C, which were admitted into evidence.  Respondent was represented by Kathleen A. Ryan, Esquire.  Respondent presented testimony from two witnesses and offered Respondent Exhibits one through eight which were admitted into evidence.  

	On May 19, 2017, an Interim Order Setting Briefing Schedule (Briefing Order) was entered.

	The Company timely filed its brief on July 17, 2017.  Complainant timely provided a copy of his brief to the undersigned Presiding Officer on July 18, 2017.  

	A transcript of the hearing record consisting of 101 pages was received on July 19, 2017.
	
	The matter is ripe for disposition.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the record in the above-captioned matter filed at C-2016-2553988 is closed.

2.	That an Initial Decision shall be prepared in this matter.



Date:  August 9, 2017                                                		 _____________________________
								Jeffrey A. Watson
								Administrative Law Judge
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