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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On August 4, 2017, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification (LON) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated LON siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 

right-of-way.
(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Lower Macungie Township, Lehigh County Commissioners, et al.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.
PPL Electric proposes to replace and re-terminate approximately 200 feet of the existing Breinigsville-Alburtis line 500 kV Transmission Line (Breinigsville-Alburtis) in Lower Macungie Township, Lehigh County.  The subject section of transmission line will extend from an existing structure to a new location at the Alburtis 500-230 kV Substation (Alburtis Substation).
The Breinigsville-Alburtis is a six-mile-long, single-circuit transmission line which extends from Upper Macungie Township to Lower Macungie Township.  Currently the transmission line is connected to the Alburtis Substation and the Breinigsville 
500-138-69 kV Substation (Breinigsville Substation).  

PPL Electric avers that the transmission line replacement and re-termination, which is the subject of this LON, is part of a larger future project which includes the construction of a second circuit on the Breinigsville-Alburtis line and reconfiguration of the Wescosville 500-138-69 kV Substation (Wescosville Substation) switchyard.  PPL Electric states that the second circuit and switch yard reconfiguration will enable it to resolve low voltage and voltage drop concerns on the 138 kV and 69 kV systems during a contingency event.  PPL Electric further states that the future project will also enable it to bring its Wescosville Substation up to current design standards.
PPL Electric also states that the future project will improve the reliability of the Breinigsville Substation by providing a third 500 kV source.  Currently the Breinigsville Substation only has two sources, the Wescosville-Breinigsville 500 kV Transmission Line and the Breinigsville-Alburtis line.  PPL Electric avers that during maintenance scenarios when one of the two 500 kV transmission lines is taken out-of-service and a fault occurs on the other transmission line in-service, the entire Breinigsville Substation loses power.  PPL further states that the addition of a third 500 kV source will avoid interruptions during maintenance of these 500 kV lines and for certain contingency events. 
PPL Electric states that studies conducted on its transmission system revealed that the loss of two of the 500 kV lines in the area of the Wescosville Substation and Breinigsville Substation creates an unacceptable voltage drop and low voltage on the 138 kV and 69 kV systems supplied by the Wescosville and Breinigsville Substations.  The addition of the second 500 kV circuit to the existing Breinigsville-Alburtis transmission line was presented at the PJM Mid-Atlantic Sub-Regional Transmission Expansion Plan committee and approved as supplemental project number S0864.
PPL Electric avers that it will replace and re-terminate 200 feet of the Breinigsville-Alburtis line to enable it to add a second circuit to the transmission line.  One span of conductors for the existing transmission line will be moved from its current position in the Breinigsville Substation’s Bay 1 to Breinigsville Substation’s Bay 2.  The future second circuit will terminate in Bay 1 when it is constructed and will provide a third 500 kV source to the Breinigsville Substation.

PPL Electric states that the Wescosville Substation is currently supplied by a single 500 kV tap.  The future project will bring the Wescosville Substation switchyard up to current design standards by building a double bus double breaker 500 kV switchyard to provide a second 500 kV source to the Wescosville Substation.


PPL Electric also states that it is currently sharing a control cubicle in the Alburtis Substation with FirstEnergy.  PPL Electric avers that an additional benefit of the overall project is that it will be able to separate its relay and control equipment at the Alburtis Substation from the control cubicle currently shared with FirstEnergy, which is consistent with industry practice. 

PPL Electric states that the proposed project will be built entirely on property owned in fee by PPL Electric and that no additional poles or tower structures will be built as part of the transmission line replacement and re-termination.  No additional ROW is needed.
PPL Electric maintains the project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable PPL Electric and National Electrical Safety Code minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  

PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $435,500, and will be paid for by PPL Electric.  Construction of the project is proposed to commence in September 2017 with a proposed in-service date of October 2017.    

The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(v) because the proposed project reconstructs a portion of the existing Breinigsville –  Alburtis 500 kV Transmission Line in such a manner that the ROW is not substantially altered.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  

We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not address the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PPL Electric, for approval to replace and re-terminate approximately 200 feet of the existing Breinigsville-Alburtis 
500 kV Transmission Line in Lower Macungie Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2017-2618099 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: August 31, 2017
ORDER ENTERED: August 31, 2017
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