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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On June 26, 2017, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification (LON) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(v) and (vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated LON siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 

right-of-way.
(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Upper Allen Township, Cumberland County Commissioners, et al.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.
PPL Electric proposes to rebuild approximately 3.9 miles of the existing Cumberland-West Shore 230 kV Transmission Line and to construct approximately 0.3 miles of new 230 kV transmission line in Upper Allen Township, Cumberland County.  

The existing 3.9 mile section consists of single circuit structures and will be rebuilt using double-circuit structures.  The double-circuit structures will be used, in part, to support the new sections of transmission line. 
The Cumberland-West Shore 230 kV Transmission Line is an 11.6 mile long transmission line placed into service in 1964 and supported primarily on steel lattice structures.  Currently the Cumberland-West Shore 230 kV Transmission Line is connected to the Cumberland 230-69 kV Substation and the West Shore 230-69 kV Substation and is partially located on the land for the Williams Grove Substation.

The rebuilt and new transmission lines are part of PPL Electric’s Williams Grove Project which includes the construction of the new Williams Grove Substation.  PPL Electric states that with the new Williams Grove Substation and 230 kV connecting lines, it will be able to separate a portion of its existing 69 kV network and reduce overhead transmission line exposure by shortening the lengths of the Cumberland – West Shore #3 (Cumberland #3) and Cumberland – West Shore #4 (Cumberland #4) 69 kV transmission line. The Cumberland #3 and Cumberland #4 transmission lines are also connected to the Cumberland 230-69 kV Substation and the West Shore 230-69 kV Substation.

PPL Electric states that this project will allow it to operate the Cumberland #3 and Cumberland #4 69 kV transmission lines in a radial configuration to improve system reliability.  PPL Electric further states that this reconfiguration will mitigate the future risk of excessive load drop described below.  PPL Electric states that these two lines are currently arranged in a networked configuration which is not its preference for 69 kV transmission lines.  PPL Electric prefers a radial configuration for its 69 kV transmission lines which allows for a less complex protective relaying scheme that can reduce customer outages.  
PPL Electric states that studies conducted for its transmission system revealed that the Cumberland #3 and Cumberland #4 69 kV transmission lines will be at risk of excessive load drop in the future.  In addition, in the current configuration these lines are required to remain in network operation to maintain proper thermal load support on the system.   PPL Electric states that the Williams Grove Project was presented, without objections, to the Regional Transmission Expansion Plan (RTEP) committee and included in the 2014 RTEP Report as supplemental project number S0943.
PPL Electric states that, on the rebuilt portion, it will remove 20 existing steel lattice structures and install 20 new double-circuit monopoles.  The existing structures average approximately 90 feet in height.  The new monopole structures will be installed on concrete caisson foundations and will range from 105 to 145 feet in height with an average height of approximately 130 feet.  PPL Electric notes that one 135 foot tall tower will include a telecommunications attachment resulting in a total height of about 187 feet.

PPL Electric states that the new 230 kV transmission line will consist of two sections.  The first section will be a double-circuit section which will be approximately 0.12 miles long and split the existing Cumberland-West Shore 230 kV Transmission Line into two separate lines.  This will create connections between the Cumberland Substation and the Williams Grove Substation and between the Williams Grove Substation and the West Shore Substation.  The second section will be approximately 0.18 miles long and will create a connection from the Williams Grove Substation to the existing Brunner Island – West Shore #1 230 kV Transmission Line.  The existing Brunner Island – West Shore #1 230 kV Transmission Line will be disconnected from the West Shore 230-69 kV Substation.  The Cumberland #3 and Cumberland #4 transmission lines will then be connected to the Williams Grove Substation.  To support the installation of 0.3 miles of new transmission line, PPL Electric states that it will install four new steel, single-pole angle structures.  The new structures will be placed on PPL Electric owned land and will be similar in height to those described in the paragraph above.  

PPL Electric states that the Williams Grove Project is part of a larger comprehensive plan to improve the reliability of electric service to approximately 130,000 customers.  The comprehensive plan includes, among other things, rebuilding the Juniata, Cumberland and West Shore 230-69 kV substations, converting network lines to a radial configuration, and installing fiber optic cables to provide communications between system facilities.  The comprehensive plan will increase reliability by reducing line exposure, replacing equipment which has reached the end of its service life, and bringing facilities up to current design standards. 
In its filing, PPL Electric states that the proposed project has been designed and will be built entirely within the existing right-of-way (ROW) for the Cumberland – West Shore 230 kV Transmission Line, and the new sections of transmission line are on property owned in fee by PPL Electric.  The existing ROW is 100 to 200 feet in width.  No additional ROW is needed.  

PPL Electric maintains the project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable PPL Electric and National Electrical Safety Code minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  

PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $15 million, and will be owned, operated and paid for by PPL Electric.  Construction of the project is proposed to commence in September 2017 with a proposed in-service date of September 2018.    

The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(v) and (vi) because the proposed project reconstructs a portion of the existing Cumberland – West Shore 230 kV Transmission line in such a manner that the ROW is not substantially altered and the proposed section of new transmission line is less than two miles in length.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  

We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not address the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, for approval to rebuild approximately 3.9 miles of existing and to construct approximately 0.3 miles of new 230 kV transmission line in Upper Allen Township, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  

2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2017-2611742 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: August 31, 2017
ORDER ENTERED: August 31, 2017
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