PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Otis Johnson					:
:
v.							 		 	F-2017-2605672
						:
						:
Philadelphia Gas Works



[bookmark: _GoBack]ORDER ON COMPLAINANT’S REQUEST FOR A CONTINUANCE OF THE SCHEDULED HEARING

On October 4, 2017, Complainant Otis Johnson submitted a written request for a continuance of the hearing scheduled for October 11, 2017.  He requested that the new hearing be scheduled for December 8, 2017.  He also posed several procedural questions with regard to the future hearing.  

On October 5, 2017, I sent a copy of Mr. Johnson’s request to PGW’s attorney, who informed me in writing that PGW had no objections to Mr. Johnson’s request.  

Mr. Johnson asked the following questions:

1) Would it be possible for a relative and house mate to attend a meeting as my representative?  
Answer: No.  Unless the relative is an attorney, he or she may not represent you.  

2) Is it necessary to have a resident of the home in question to be in the court if they are not needed for any testimony?  
Answer: No.  They do not need to be present if they do not intend to provide testimony on the record.  

3) If it’s at all possible, I would prefer that a court appointed representative serve as testimony to my complaint in absentia.  
Answer: If you wish to obtain legal representation before your next hearing date in December 2017, you may do so.  However, the Commission does not provide court appointed representatives to parties who need them.  
From the questions listed in Mr. Johnson’s communication, it appears that he anticipates having difficulties attending the next hearing in person.  In order to facilitate Mr. Johnson’s participation, I shall change the hearing from in person to telephonic  

THEREFORE,
	
IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Otis Johnson’s request for a continuance of the evidentiary hearing scheduled for October 1, 2017, in the matter of Otis Johnson v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. F-2017-2605672 is granted.  

2. That the hearing scheduled for October 11, 2017 is cancelled.  

3. That the Commission shall notify the parties of the new hearing date.  

4. That the rescheduled hearing shall be conducted telephonically.  


Date:	October 16, 2017			_______________________
							Eranda Vero
							Administrative Law Judge
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