BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Kelly Evans						:
							:
	v.						:		C-2017-2618541
							:
PECO Energy Company				:



FIRST INTERIM ORDER 
GRANTING COMPLAINANT’S MOTIONS FOR CONTINUANCE  
AND CHANGE TO TELEPHONIC HEARING


By Hearing Notice dated September 13, 2017, an Initial In-Person Hearing was scheduled in this matter for Wednesday, November 01, 2017, at 10:00 a.m.

On September 25, 2017, the Secretary’s Bureau received a letter from Kelly Evans (Complainant) wherein she requested the hearing scheduled for November 1, 2017, be rescheduled because she will not be available until November 15, 2017.  Ms. Evans also requested that the hearing be changed to a telephone hearing.  

Unfortunately, Ms. Evans did not send a copy of her letter to PECO Energy Company (Respondent) nor myself.  Consequently, the letter was not discovered until the day of the hearing – November 1, 2017.  On that day, a copy of the letter was provided to Counsel for the Respondent and they were granted the opportunity to state any objections on the record.  Counsel for the Respondent did not object to the continuance request.  Counsel for the Respondent did object to the request to change the hearing to a telephonic hearing based on the fact that the Complainant has failed to appear for previous telephonic hearings.  However, they were unable to show they would be prejudiced or unduly burdened in any way by changing this case to a telephonic hearing.  
As a result, I do not find the sole fact that the Complainant failed to appear for previous telephonic hearings to be sufficient grounds to deny the Complainant’s request for a telephonic hearing in this case.  
Under 52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b), requests for continuance will be considered for good cause shown.  Here, the Complainant stated she would be “out of town” on November 1, 2017.  The Complainant submitted her request over a month in advance of the hearing.  Moreover, the Respondent does not object to the continuance request.  Thus, after due consideration, I find good cause shown to grant the Complainant’s Motion for Continuance.  Furthermore, I find changing the hearing to a telephonic hearing will not prejudice nor unduly burden either party in this case.  

Accordingly, I will grant the Complainant’s Motions for Continuance and Change to Telephonic Hearing.  

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED;

1. That the continuance requested by the Complainant in the matter of Kelly Evans v. PECO Energy Company at Docket No. C-2017-2618541 is granted;

1. That the request by the Complainant to change the hearing to a telephonic hearing is granted;

1. That if you intend to present any documents or exhibits for my consideration at the hearing, you must send three (3) copies of each document to me, and one (1) copy of each document to every other party in this case. Your documents or exhibits must be received by me and every other party one (1) week before the scheduled hearing;

1. That all other provisions of my initial Prehearing Order issued on September 28, 2017, shall remain in effect; and


1. That the scheduling staff of the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall reschedule this matter for a telephonic hearing and notify the parties in writing.


Date: November 2, 2017									
		F. Joseph Brady 
[bookmark: _GoBack]		Administrative Law Judge
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