BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC	:		A-2017-2627874
for Approval of Abandonment of Natural Gas 	:		
Service by Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC	:		
to Four (4) Customers Located in Greene County,	:
Pennsylvania			 			:
							:
Betty Stout						:		C-2017-2632816
Joseph Rohanna					:		C-2017-2633443



PREHEARING ORDER
Establish Litigation Schedule
And Procedural Rules

[bookmark: _GoBack]On October 3, 2017, Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC (Peoples or Applicant) filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) an application for the approval to abandon natural gas service to three natural gas service customers located in Greene County, Pennsylvania.  The application referenced four service addresses which would be affected by the abandonment, if approved.  The caption has been changed to reflect there are four customers involved.

On October 3, 2017, counsel for Robert and Carolyn Morris filed a Protest to the application and a Petition to Intervene.  On October 5, 2017, notice of the application’s filing appeared in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on October 21, 2017.  On November 6, 2017, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed its Notice of Intervention and Public Statement.  

On November 8, 2017, Betty Stout filed a formal complaint at Docket No. C‑2017-2632816 alleging Peoples was in error to propose abandoning natural gas service to her residence.  On November 13, 2017, Joseph Rohanna filed a formal complaint at Docket No. C‑2017-2633443 alleging Peoples was in error to propose abandoning natural gas service to his residence.

On November 16, 2017, the Commission issued a Call-In Telephone Prehearing Conference Notice scheduling this matter for an inperson prehearing conference on Monday, November 27, 2017.  Also on November 16, 2017, the presiding officer issued a Prehearing Conference Order to the parties directing the parties on various preliminary matters, including continuance requests.  Accordingly, on November 21, 2017, prehearing conference memoranda were filed by Peoples and OCA.  On November 27, 2017, counsel for Protestants Morris hand-delivered a memorandum.

		On November 27, 2017, the presiding officer conducted the prehearing conference with the representatives for Peoples, OCA and Protestants Robert and Carolyn Morris present, in addition to two affected customers who appeared pro se:  (1) Betty and Robert Stout, and (2) Joseph Rohanna.  The parties discussed the litigation schedule and procedural matters, and this Prehearing Order memorializes those discussions.

		THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC shall publish notice of the proposed abandonment in a paper of local circulation and will file proof of publication with the Secretary’s Bureau on or before close of business on Friday, December 29, 2017.

2. That Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC shall provide the presiding officer with the Confidential Version of the initial filing.

3. That the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall issue an Evidentiary Hearing Notice scheduling the evidentiary hearing in this matter for Thursday, February 1, 2018 and Friday, February 2, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in the Commission’s Hearing Room, Piatt Place, Second Floor, 301 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222.

4. That the formal complaints filed by Betty Stout against Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC at Docket No. C-2017-2632816 and by Joseph Rohanna against Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC at Docket No. C-2017-2633443 are consolidated with this proceeding.

5. That the caption of the proceeding is amended to reflect there are four customers, not three customers, who are impacted by the abandonment request by Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC at Docket No. A-2017-2627874.

6. That the litigation schedule shall be:

Direct testimony of Peoples				January 19, 2018
Direct Testimony of Protestants and OCA		February 16, 2018
	Rebuttal testimony					March 2, 2018
	Hearings in Pittsburgh					March 20 & March 21, 2018
	Main Briefs						April 6, 2018
Reply Briefs						April 20, 2018  

7. That the response time for discovery requests between the parties shall be decreased from twenty (20) days to fifteen (15) calendar days.  

8. That the service address attached to this Prehearing Order shall be used by the parties, unless amended by the presiding officer or the Commission.



Date:  December 5, 2017				___________________________________
							Katrina L. Dunderdale
					Administrative Law Judge
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JENNIFER L PETRISEK ESQUIRE
PEOPLES NATURAL GAS COMPANY LLC
375 NORTH SHORE DRIVE
PITTSBURGH PA  15212
412.208.6834
Accepts e-Service

DARRYL A LAWRENCE ESQUIRE
LAUREN M BURGE ESQUIRE
OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE
555 WALNUT STREET
5TH FLOOR FORUM PLACE
HARRISBURG PA  17101-1923
717.783.5048
Accepts e-Service

JOHN J EDSON ESQUIRE
100 HAZEL LANE SUITE 300
SEWICKLEY PA  15143
412.259-8868
(For Robert & Carolyn Morris)

BETTY STOUT
196 MORRIS HILL ROAD
WAYNESBURG PA  15370
724.288.0820

JOSEPH ROHANNA
2028 GARARDS FORT ROAD
WAYNESBURG PA  15370
724.833.0944

VIRGINIA MCNELLY
2014 GARARDS FORT ROAD
WAYNESBURG PA  15370

