 BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation	:
For Approval to Rebuild the Hosensack Quarry 	:		A-2017-2625559
#1 and #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line in		:
Lehigh and Northampton Counties, Pennsylvania	:



ORDER GRANTING THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY’S
PETITION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW PETITION TO INTERVENE 
AND TRANSFERRING PROCEEDING TO THE 
BUREAU OF TECHNICAL UTILITY SERVICES


		This order grants a Petition for Leave to Withdraw a Petition to Intervene filed in this proceeding by the Pennsylvania State University (PSU) because it is unopposed and in the public interest to do so.  

On September 19, 2017, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL) filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) an application for authorization to rebuild the Hosensack Quarry #1 and #2 138/69 kV transmission line in Lehigh and Northampton Counties, Pennsylvania.  The application was assigned Docket No. A-2017-2625559.   

Notice of the PPL’s application was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on October 14, 2017, at 47 Pa. B 6451.  The PA Bulletin notice indicated that protests and petitions to intervene were due on or before November 27, 2017, and that a prehearing conference would be held on December 4, 2017.

On November 14, 2017, PSU filed a Petition to Intervene.  PSU averred in its petition that PPL proposes in its application to rebuild transmission lines within an existing PPL electric right-of-way across a portion of PSU’s Lehigh Valley campus and, therefore, the resolution of the proceeding would likely affect PSU’s rights with respect to its occupation and use of the portions of its Lehigh Valley campus subject to PPL’s right-of-way.  No other protests or petitions to intervene were filed.

The prehearing conference was held as schedule on December 4, 2017.  During the conference, PSU’s Petition to Intervene was granted and a procedural schedule was established.

Subsequently, on December 7, 2017, PSU filed with the Commission a Petition for Leave to Withdraw Petition to Intervene.  PSU stated that it conferred with counsel to PPL, who indicated that PPL had no objection to the withdrawal of PSU’s Petition to Intervene.  PSU stated in its Petition for Leave to Withdraw that its withdrawal would streamline the proceeding, thus conserving the resources of the parties and the Commission. By letter dated December 8, 2017, counsel to PPL confirmed that PPL did not object to the withdrawal of PSU’s Petition to Intervene.   
  
The withdrawal of pleadings in a contested proceeding is governed by Section 5.94 of the Commission’s regulations.  This Section provides:

§ 5.94.	Withdrawal of pleadings in a contested proceeding.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), a party desiring to withdraw a pleading in a contested proceeding may file a petition for leave to withdraw the appropriate document with the Commission and serve it upon the other parties.  The petition must set forth the reasons for the withdrawal.  A party may object to the petition within 20 days of service.  After considering the petition, an objection thereto and the public interest, the presiding officer or the Commission will determine whether the withdrawal will be permitted.

52 Pa.Code § 5.94(a).  





As noted above, PPL does not object to the withdrawal of PSU’s Petition to Intervene.  Further, granting PSU’s request to withdraw it Petition to Intervene is in the public interest because it will avoid the additional time and expense that would have been incurred by both the Commission and the parties in litigating the application.  This includes not only the submission of pre-served testimony, hearings and briefs, but also the preparation of a decision, any exceptions and a Commission Order.  

PSU’s Petition for Leave to Withdraw Petition to Intervene Request will be granted because it is unopposed and in the public interest.  The requirements of Section 5.94(a) of the Commission’s regulations have been satisfied.

In light of PSU’s withdrawal, PPL’s application is unopposed and there are no other intervenors or parties in this proceeding.  As a result, I will direct that this proceeding be transferred to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for further review and processing.   

ORDER


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Petition for Leave to Withdraw Petition to Intervene filed by The Pennsylvania State University on December 7, 2017 at Docket Number A-2017-2625559 is hereby granted.



2	That the Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for approval to Rebuild the Hosensack Quarry #1 and #2 138/69 kV Transmission Line in Lehigh and Northampton Counties, Pennsylvania, at Docket No. A-2017-2625559, be transferred to the Bureau of Technical Utility Services for further review and processing. 

  
Date:  December 12, 2017 						/s/				
							Steven K. Haas
							Administrative Law Judge
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