BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Alexandre Foursevitch				:													:
	v.						:		C-2017-2623270
							:
Metropolitan Edison Company			:	


INTERIM ORDER
SCHEDULING A PREHEARING CONFERENCE 


Alexandre Foursevitch (Complainant) filed a Formal Complaint (Complaint) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against Metropolitan Edison Company (Respondent or Company) on August 29, 2017, alleging, inter alia, that Complainant and her family members are suffering from health problems subsequent to the installation of a smart meter at her residence on July 14, 2017.  As relief, Complainant requests, inter alia, that the Commission order Respondent to replace the smart meter with an analog meter.  On September 27, 2017, Respondent filed an Answer and New Matter to the Complaint, essentially admitting that a smart meter was installed at Complainant’s residence and essentially denying the remaining material allegations set forth in the Complaint.	

		The Answer and New Matter contained a request for mediation.   

		On November 16, 2017, a hearing notice was issued, scheduling the telephonic hearing in this matter on January 24, 2018 in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.    

		On December 12, 2017, Respondent filed a motion to compel responses to interrogatories and document requests.  This motion included a notice to plead, requiring Complainant to file a written response to the motion within five days from the service of the notice dated December 12, 2017.  The motion to compel avers that interrogatories and requests for production of documents were served upon Complainant on November 14, 2017.  The motion further averred that Complainant did not file any objections or responses to the discovery requests.

		On January 2, 2018, a Judge Change/Cancellation Notice was issued transferring this proceeding from Administrative Law Judge Andrew M. Calvelli to the undersigned presiding officer and cancelling the hearing scheduled for January 24, 2018.

		On January 3, 2018, an interim order was entered granting Respondent’s motion to compel responses to interrogatories and requests for production of documents filed by Respondent on December 12, 2017 and ordering that Complainant serve upon counsel for Respondent, full and complete objections and/or responses to the interrogatories and requests for production of documents and file and serve a certificate of service on or before January 23, 2018. 
	
		Under the circumstances, a prehearing conference is appropriate in this matter.  Accordingly, a prehearing conference shall be scheduled for Tuesday, January 9, 2018, at 9:00 a.m.  The undersigned presiding officer will preside from an available Pittsburgh Hearing Room, Suite 220, Piatt Place, 301 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222, and the parties will participate by telephone.  The parties are hereby directed to comply with the following requirements.

The parties are directed to review the regulations pertaining to prehearing conferences, 52 Pa. Code §5.221 - §5.224, and in particular, §5.222(d) which provides, in part:

	(d) Parties and counsel will be expected to attend the conference by telephone fully prepared for useful discussion of all problems involved in the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully authorized to make commitments with respect thereto. 
	
	The parties are expected to be prepared to fully address a litigation schedule in this matter and a hearing date in order to consider evidence in this proceeding and to address the presently identified issues and any outstanding issues in this case.  Written prehearing memoranda will not be required.

		Preparation by the parties prior to the prehearing conference shall include:

	(i)   Development of a proposed procedural schedule.
	(ii)  Advance study of all relevant materials.
	(iii) Advance informal communication between the parties, including requests for additional data and information, to the extent it appears feasible and desirable.  

	The parties are further directed to review the regulations relating to discovery, specifically 52 Pa. Code §5.331(b), which provides, inter alia, that “a party shall initiate discovery as early in the proceedings as reasonably possible,” and 52 Pa. Code §5.322, which encourages participants to exchange information on an informal basis.  I urge all parties to cooperate in discovery.  Such cooperation is preferable to numerous or protracted discovery disagreements, which require the presiding officer’s participation for resolution.  Please be aware that there are limitations on discovery and sanctions for abuse of the discovery process.  52 Pa. Code §§5.361, 5.371‑5.372.

Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§1.21 & 1.22, you may represent yourself, if you are an individual, or you may have an attorney represent you.  However, if you are a partnership, corporation, trust, association or governmental agency or subdivision, you must have an attorney represent you in this proceeding.  Unless you are an attorney, you may not represent someone else.

The parties are further reminded to serve the undersigned Administrative Law Judge directly with a copy of any pleading that you file with the Commission’s Secretary in this proceeding.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:


1. That the parties shall participate by telephone at a prehearing conference on Tuesday, January 9, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. and shall be fully prepared for the conference, consistent with the terms set forth above.

2. That to participate in the hearing, you must dial the toll-free number listed below.  You will be prompted to enter a PIN number, which is also listed below.  You will be asked to speak your name and then the telephone system will connect you to the hearing.  If you have any witnesses you want to have present during the hearing, you must provide them with the telephone number and PIN number.  
			Toll-free Bridge Number:  1-855-750-1027
			PIN Number:  708139

You must call into the hearing on the scheduled day and time.  If you fail to do so, your case will be dismissed. You will not be called by the Administrative Law Judge.


Date:  January 3, 2018					______________________________
								Jeffrey A. Watson											Administrative Law Judge

4

C-2017-2623270 ALEXANDRE FOURSEVITCH V METROPOLITAN EDISON COMPANY


ALEXANDRE FOURSEVITCH 
300 KENDALE ROAD
RED LION PA 17356
717.417.2563


LAUREN M LEPKOSKI ESQUIRE
FIRSTENERGY SERVICE COMPANY
2800 POTTSVILLE PIKE 
PO BOX 16001
READING PA 19612-6001
610.921.6203
E-SERVICE



