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PREHEARING ORDER #2

MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE

GRANTED
By Hearing Notice dated October 31, 2017, an Initial Hearing was scheduled for Thursday, January 4, 2018, at 10:00 a.m.  Laureto Farinas, Esquire appeared on behalf of the Respondent.  Mr. Farinas was accompanied by one witness.  The Complainant, Janet Mills, appeared and represented herself.  The Initial Hearing convened with both parties present.  Settlement negotiation took place.  The Complainant had several questions for the presiding officer and was concerned about a municipal lien on her property.  

After some discussion, the Complainant determined that she needed to obtain further information before proceeding with her formal complaint.  The Complainant requested a continuance which was unopposed by counsel for the Respondent.    

The Complainant also clarified that her formal complaint concerned usage at her service address for the following billing dates:

1. February 28, 2017;

2. March 28, 2017;

3. April 26, 2017; and 

4. May 24, 2017.

The Respondent was provided notice orally at the Initial Hearing that the formal complaint is to address these billing dates regarding usage at the Complainant’s service address.  


It is noted that the request for a continuance was granted orally at the Initial Hearing. The requested continuance was found reasonable under the circumstances and it is compelling that the Respondent did not oppose the request.  This written Order is merely to confirm what occurred. 


A Hearing Notice scheduling a further hearing on a future date will be issued.  All parties are encouraged to talk with each other to resolve this matter, or some portion thereof, if possible, as it is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlement.  52 Pa.Code § 5.231.   It is noted that Complainant was directed to call Mr. Farinas no later than 2 weeks after obtaining information from him for discussion and clarification. 


I caution both parties that a request in the future to continue this matter will be met with strict scrutiny.  It is noted that failure of any party to plan and invoke proper procedure without cause to do otherwise does not warrant an emergency.  


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:
1. That the continuance requested by Janet A. Mills, the Complainant in the formal complaint of Janet A. Mills v. Philadelphia Gas Works at Docket No. C-2017-2621108, is granted.
2. That this matter is to be scheduled for further hearing.
Date:
January 10, 2018





/s/










Angela T. Jones
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