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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On November 14, 2017, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification (LON) pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated LON siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 

right-of-way.
(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Copies of the LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Cumberland County Commissioners, Lower Allen, and Upper Allen Townships, et al.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.
PPL Electric requests approval to build approximately 1.5 miles of new 230 kV transmission lines in Lower Allen and Upper Allen Townships, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania.  The new transmission lines will consist of four sections of permanent 230 kV transmission lines and three sections of temporary 230 kV transmission lines totaling 
approximately 0.7 miles and 0.8 miles of transmission line respectively.  The temporary lines will be removed upon completion of the project.

PPL Electric states that three of the proposed sections of permanent 230 kV transmission line will connect the Williams Grove – West Shore 230 kV Transmission Line (Williams Grove – West Shore), Brunner Island – West Shore 230 kV Transmission Line (Brunner Island – West Shore), and West Shore – Steelton 230 kV Transmission Line (West Shore – Steelton) to the proposed new West Shore 230-69 kV Substation (New West Shore Substation).  A fourth section of transmission line will be constructed to reroute the Brunner Island – Williams Grove 230 kV Transmission Line (Brunner Island – Williams Grove) around the proposed location of the New West Shore Substation.  The three sections of temporary 230 kV transmission lines will be constructed between the existing West Shore 230-69 kV Substation (Existing Substation) and the West Shore – Steelton, the Brunner Island – West Shore transmission lines and the New West Shore Substation.
PPL Electric states that the reconfigured transmission lines (Proposed Project), which are the subject of this LON, are part of PPL Electric’s West Shore Substation Project (West Shore Project) and the previously approved William’s Grove Substation Project (Williams Grove Project).
  PPL Electric states that the West Shore Project includes the design and construction of the proposed New West Shore Substation, sections of 230 kV transmission lines, and the 69 kV transmission lines.
  The new sections of 230 kV transmission lines will enable PPL Electric to connect the New West Shore Substation to the electric grid and ultimately disconnect the Existing Substation.  The existing 230 kV transmission lines 
between the Existing Substation and new sections of 230 kV lines will be removed.  The temporary transmission lines will be constructed to avoid outages during the construction phase.

PPL Electric states that upon completion of the Williams Grove Project, the three 230 kV lines, the Williams Grove – West Shore, the Brunner Island – West Shore, and the West 
Shore – Steelton transmission lines, will remain interconnected to the Existing Substation and one 230 kV transmission line will bypass the Existing Substation.  Upon completion of the West Shore Project, the three lines will be connected to the New West Shore Substation and disconnected from the Existing Substation.  The three new sections of transmission line for the Williams Grove-West Shore, the Brunner Island-West Shore, and the West Shore-Steelton transmission lines will be 0.13, 0.12, and 0.13 miles in length respectively.  The fourth section of line will be 0.28 miles in length and will bypass both substations under a different route.  PPL Electric states that the route for the bypass under the Williams Grove Project interferes with the New West Shore Substation and needs to be shifted.  No work on the bypass has been performed under the Williams Grove Project and none is scheduled until the second quarter of 2018.    

PPL Electric states that the Proposed Project will include 19 steel pole structures, 11 of which will be temporary.  The new structures will be either self-supported on drilled shaft, reinforced concrete foundations or directly embedded.  PPL Electric further states that the temporary structures will range in height from 100 to 110 feet in height and the permanent structures will range in height from 105 to 135 feet in height.  The structures will be located entirely on PPL Electric owned land or within existing right-of-way (ROW).

PPL Electric states that the Proposed Project has been designed and will be built entirely within the existing ROW of the Williams Grove-West Shore and Brunner Island-Williams Grove transmission lines and on property owned by PPL Electric.  PPL Electric further states that the existing ROW is 210 feet in width and that no additional ROW is needed.
PPL Electric states that the facilities at the Existing Substation were constructed in the early 1960s, no longer meet current design standards, and have reached an age and condition such that they must be replaced in order to continue providing safe and reliable service to customers.  PPL Electric further states that there are numerous pieces of equipment in the switchyards, including circuit breakers, transformers, relays, and the grounding grid, which are beyond their useful life and are at an increased risk of failure.  This equipment must be replaced to reduce the risk of failure and interruptions to customers.  

PPL Electric states that to address these issues and ensure continued safe and reliable service it will build the New West Shore Substation.  PPL Electric states that rebuilding the Existing Substation would result in a less reliable design, higher cost to customers, and significant outage risks to the bulk electric system during construction.  The West Shore Project was presented to the PJM Mid-Atlantic Sub-Regional Transmission Expansion Plan committee in July 2015 and assigned supplemental project number s0944.1.

PPL Electric uses an Asset Optimization Strategy to systematically identify and modernize its aging facilities.  The measures used to identify equipment and lines that qualify for this work include age, condition, criticality of the equipment or line, and circuit performance.    
PPL Electric maintains the Proposed Project will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable PPL Electric and National Electrical Safety Code minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.  

PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost for the West Shore Project, including substation work, the 69kV lines and the 230 kV lines is approximately $32 million.  Approximately $3 million of the total cost is for the construction of the 230 kV transmission lines subject to this filing.  PPL Electric states that the entire cost of the West Shore Project will be paid for by PPL Electric.  Construction of the project is proposed to commence in February 2018 with a proposed in-service date of August 2019.
The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) because the Proposed Project constructs 230 kV transmission lines which are less than 2 miles in length.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  

We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not address the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:
1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PPL Electric, for approval to construct approximately 1.5 miles of new 230 kV transmission lines in Lower Allen and Upper Allen Townships, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  

2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2017-2634162 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: January 18, 2018
ORDER ENTERED: January 18, 2018
� A-2017-2611742, Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities, for Approval to Rebuild Approximately 3.9 Miles of Existing and to Construct Approximately 0.3 Miles of New 230 kV Transmission Line in Upper Allen Township, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, Order entered August 31, 2017.


  


� PPL Electric has two related cases seeking eminent domain approval authority for properties for 69 kV lines in their West Shore Project.  The cases can be found at Docket Nos. A-2017-2634169 and A-2017-2634177.
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