BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Rashaan-Mechelle Elam				:
							:	
	v.						: 		C-2017-2630795
							:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation			:



ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO COMPEL


On October 21, 2017, Complainant Rashaan-Mechelle Elam filed a Formal Complaint against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL) seeking to prevent installation of a smart meter at home, alleging that radiofrequency fields from smart meters have adverse health effects. 

PPL served its Set I Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents (Set I) upon the Complainant on November 27, 2017.  To date, PPL has not received responses to Set I. Complainant did not file objections to Set I. 

On January 12, 2018, PPL filed the instant Motion to Compel. Complainant has not filed a response to the Motion. 

[bookmark: 5.342.] 52 Pa. Code § 5.342(a)(4) provides that a party must answer fully and completely unless an objection is made. This includes the production of documents and information sought through Set I.  See § 5.341(c).  Objections must be served within ten days of service of the interrogatories. § 5.342(e). Complainants did not file objections to Set I.

In Set 1, PPL is seeking information about the types of electric appliances and devices used in the home and regarding the health of the occupants and any health matters about which the Complainants are concerned or that they contend may be affected by the smart meter.  Additionally, PPL requests identification of prospective witnesses and the source(s) of information relied upon by the witnesses.  PPL seeks the exhibits Complainant intends to use at the hearing.  Such information may be admissible or lead to discovery of admissible evidence at the hearing, and is discoverable under the broad terms of 52 Pa. Code Section 5.321.  Further, the Prehearing Order dated December 11, 2017 directed the parties to provide each other with copies of all exhibits and reports/statements to be presented at the February 8, 2018 hearing on or before January 17, 2018.  

If the Complainant is concerned about his privacy of health and other information, the parties may submit a Protective Order to the undersigned to guard the confidentiality of the records and should confer by telephone to discuss any such Protective Order. Additionally, the parties may agree at the hearing that all testimony and records pertaining to health issues may be held and marked confidential.
 

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That PPL Utilities Corporation’s Motion to Compel is granted.

2. That Complainant is directed to provide PPL Utilities Corporation with responses to PPL Set I Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents no later than January 29, 2018.



Date:	January 19, 2018			/s/					
	Elizabeth H. Barnes
	Administrative Law Judge  
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