BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation	:
under 15 Pa. C.S. §1511(c) for a finding and		:
determination that the service	to be furnished by	:
the applicant through its proposed exercise of the	: 		A-2017-2634169
power of eminent domain to acquire a right of way 	:
and easement over a certain portion of the lands of  	:
Bryan S. Lebo and Dwayne C. Lebo in Upper Allen	:
Township, in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania	:
is necessary or proper for the service, 			:
accommodation, convenience or safety of the public	:					
							:
Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation	:
under 15 Pa. C.S. §1511(c) for a finding and		:
determination that the service	to be furnished by	:
the applicant through its proposed exercise of the	: 		A-2017-2634177
power of eminent domain to acquire a right of way 	:
and easement over a certain portion of the lands of  	:
Barry and Linda Strock in Upper Allen		:
Township, in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania	:
is necessary or proper for the service, 			:
accommodation, convenience or safety of the public	:					



ORDER REASSIGNING APPLICATIONS


On November 14, 2017, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL) filed applications with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission), pursuant to 15 Pa. C.S. § 1511(c), for a determination that the service to be furnished through its exercise of the power of eminent domain to acquire rights-of-way and easements over portions of the lands owned by Bryan S. Lebo and Dwayne C. Lebo (Lebo) and Barry and Linda Strock.(Strock) in Upper Allen Township, Cumberland County is necessary or proper for the service, accommodation, convenience or safety of the public.  


According to the applications, the proposed use of eminent domain power to acquire the rights of way across the Lebo and Strock properties is necessary for the construction of new 69 kV transmission lines.  The applications assert that construction of the new 69 kV transmission lines is necessary to avoid reliability issues and to reinforce the electric systems serving Cumberland County.

By notice dated January 9, 2018, the Commission scheduled a prehearing conference for this matter on February 13, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in Hearing Room 5 of the Commonwealth Keystone Building in Harrisburg and assigned the case to us.  We issued a prehearing conference order, dated January 10, 2018, setting forth the procedural matters to be addressed at the prehearing conference.  

		We conducted a prehearing conference on February 13, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in Harrisburg.  Present was counsel for PPL.  

Since no protests or petitions to intervene were filed in these proceedings, counsel for PPL requested that the matters be assigned to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services (TUS). Such a course of action is appropriate because PPL served copies of their applications on the property owners.  In addition, the property owners received notice of the prehearing conference and had an opportunity to be heard as required to provide due process.  Schneider v. Pa. Pub. Util. Comm’n, 479 A.2d 10 (Pa. Cmwlth 1984).  No one has indicated any opposition to PPL’s applications either by appearing at the prehearing conference or by filing a protest or petition to intervene.  

Treating PPL’s application as unopposed is appropriate in these circumstances and will dispense with the need for hearings and briefs, saving PPL, and ultimately its customers, costs in time and money.  We will therefore reassign the matter to TUS.  



ORDER


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		
1.	That the applications of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation at Docket Nos. A-2017-2634169 and A-2017-2634177 for determination that the service to be furnished through its exercise of the power of eminent domain to acquire a right-of-way and easement over portions of the lands owned by Bryan S. Lebo and Dwayne C. Lebo and Barry and Linda Strock in Upper Allen Township, Cumberland County is necessary or proper for the service, accommodation, convenience or safety of the public is reassigned from the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Office of Administrative Law Judge to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services as an unopposed application for further action.




Date:  February 13, 2018			____________________________________
						David A. Salapa
						Administrative Law Judge






												
						Benjamin J. Myers
						Administrative Law Judge
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