BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Petition of Delaware Sewer Company for an 		:		
Investigation into Whether the Public Utility		: 	
Commission Should Order a Capable Public Utility	:		I-2016-2526085	
to Acquire Delaware Sewer Company			:		
							
		

ORDER RE STAY OF LITIGATION SCHEDULE


An off-the-record conference call was held in this proceeding on Tuesday, February 13, 2018 for the purpose of discussing recent material developments in the case and the parties’ request for a stay of the litigation schedule for 120 days.  Appearing at the conference were counsel to Delaware Sewer Company (DSC), the Pennsylvania Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA), Pennsylvania American Water Company (PAWC), the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E) and Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc. (Aqua).  More specifically, DSC and PAWC have been engaged in negotiations related to the purchase, by PAWC, of the assets of DSC.  All parties agree that it would be a more productive use of the parties’ time to stay the current litigation schedule and allow DSC and PAWC to continue to pursue negotiations which, if successful, would resolve all issues in this proceeding.[footnoteRef:1]  To that end, the parties joined in requesting a 120-day stay of the current schedule in this case, within which time the parties will either (1) submit settlement documents, (2) request additional time for further negotiations, or (3) request that a new litigation schedule be established.  I will grant the parties’ request and stay further action in this case for a period of 120 days in order to give the parties additional time to pursue a negotiated settlement.                [1:  Hearings are currently scheduled for February 15-16, 2018.] 






THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:   

1.	The hearings currently scheduled in this proceeding for February 15-16, 2018 are canceled. 

	2.	The current litigation schedule in this proceeding is stayed for a period of 120 days to allow the parties to pursue a negotiated settlement.    

3.	The parties will provide an update about settlement efforts to me on or before Wednesday, June 13, 2018. 


Dated: February 14, 2018				_________________________________
							Steven K. Haas
							Administrative Law Judge
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