BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Centre Park Historic District, Inc. 	:
						:
	v.						:		C-2015-2516051
						:
UGI Utilities, 	Inc. – Gas Division			:


City of Reading 	:
						:
	v.						:		C-2016-2530475
						:
UGI Utilities, 	Inc.					:



[bookmark: _GoBack]SECOND INTERIM ORDER
GRANTING REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE

		The genesis of this matter is the complaints filed by the Centre Park Historic District and the City of Reading challenging the placement of meters in the City of Reading by UGI Utilities, Inc. (UGI).  The reader is directed to the numerous orders which have already been served regarding these complaints for a full rendition of the procedural history.

		On September 7, 2017, the Commission served an initial decision which granted in part and denied in part UGI’s motion for summary judgement.  UGI filed exceptions to the initial decision on September 27, 2017.  By interim order dated October 5, 2017, the litigation in these proceedings was suspended pending the Commission’s review of UGI’s exceptions.  

		On October 31, 2017, UGI filed a motion to vacate the October 5, 2017 Interim Order which suspended the litigation schedule in this proceeding.  On November 16, 2017, the October 5, 2017 Interim Order was vacated in part by setting a schedule for the filing of written testimony and an evidentiary hearing following action by the Commission on UGI’s exceptions to the September 7, 2017 Initial Decision which granted in part and denied in part UGI’s motion for summary judgment, as well as UGI’s request to provisionally withdraw its exceptions.  By Opinion and Order entered December 21, 2017, the Commission denied UGI’s exceptions and returned this matter to the Office of Administrative Law Judge.  By interim order dated December 21, 2017, a litigation schedule was established which required the filing of written direct testimony by February 23, 2018, and scheduled evidentiary hearings in Harrisburg for March 27-29, 2018.

		On January 12, 2018, counsel for the Complainants withdrew their appearance.  Jan D. Krafczek, Esquire entered his appearance on behalf of the City of Reading.[footnoteRef:1]  On February 12, 2018, I received an Unopposed Motion for 60 Day Stay of Proceedings and Extension of Deadlines filed on behalf of the City of Reading.  The motion avers that “the City of Reading and UGI have entered into discussion regarding the potential for negotiations, which would lead to an amicable resolution of UGI/City of Reading matters.”  The motion further states that counsel “contacted counsel for UGI with respect to this extension and stay of proceedings, and counsel for UGI indicated that it would not oppose a motion requesting same.”  In view of the contentious prehearing proceedings in this matter and to avoid any misunderstanding, by email dated February 13, 2018, UGI was directed to file a response to the motion on or before the close of business on February 15, 2018.  UGI filed its response on February 15, 2018, as directed and does not oppose the City’s motion. [1:   	To date, no attorney has entered an appearance on behalf of the Centre Park Historic District, Inc.] 


		The parties have had a substantial amount of time to pursue settlement of this dispute since early in 2016.  Indeed, the parties were encouraged to engage in settlement negotiations following a prehearing conference in March 2016, when a 90-day stay was permitted for that very purpose.  On the other hand, Mr. Krafczek has only recently entered his appearance as counsel for the City of Reading.  In its answer to the City’s motion, UGI represents that the parties have agreed to engage in good-faith settlement negotiations and have been working to establish dates for in-person discussions.  UGI agrees with the City that a stay of proceedings will provide “additional time for the parties to try and resolve this complex proceeding without the need to incur further litigation costs.

		THEREFORE, 

		IT IS ORDERED:

	1.	That Paragraph 1 of the December 21, 2017 Interim Order Setting Litigation Schedule is modified:
That on or before Monday, April 23, 2018, the parties will exchange exhibits, properly marked and paginated.  Exhibit lists will include written direct testimony for each witness to be called at the hearing.  Parties will serve witness lists, including the sequence of each witness to be called and a current curriculum vitae.  

 		2.	That Paragraph 5 of the December 21, 2017 Interim Order Setting Litigation Schedule is modified:
That evidentiary hearings shall be held in an available hearing room at the Commission’s offices in Harrisburg, beginning each day at 9:00 a.m., on May 15-17, 2018.  

		3.	That all other provisions of the December 21, 2017 Interim Order Setting Litigation Schedule remain in effect.


[bookmark: _Hlk505862083]Date:  February 15, 2018						/s/				
							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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